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•	 Dec. 10, 1:30-4:30 pm, Concept 

Mapping with Andrew Robinson, 

Physics and Engineering Physics

•	 Dec. 15, 3:30-4:30 pm, TEA with Mary 

Buhr, dean, College of Agriculture and 

Bioresources

Safety Training Courses
Register at www.usask.ca/wsep/web_course

•	 Biosafety: Nov. 18, 8:30 am-4 pm; 

Dec. 7, 8:30 am-4 pm

•	 Ergonomics and Musculoskeletal 

Injury Prevention: Jan. 27, 9-11 am

•	 Standard First Aid with CPR A:  
Jan. 20/21, 8 am-4:30 pm

•	 Laboratory Safety: Nov. 17/19,  
1-4:30 pm; Dec. 1/3, 1-4:30 pm

•	 Laser Safety: Jan. 7, 10-noon
•	 Radiation Safety: Nov. 23/24/26, 1-4 pm
•	 Safety Orientation for Employees:  

Nov. 30, 9-11 am
•	 Safety Orientation for Supervisors: 

Nov. 30, 1:30-3:30 pm
•	 Transportation of Dangerous Goods 

(Receiver): Dec. 10, 11-noon
•	 Transportation of Dangerous Goods 

(Refresher): Dec. 8, 1-4 pm

•	 Transportation of Dangerous Goods by 
Air/Road (Shipper): Dec. 2, 8:30 am- 
4:30 pm

•	 Workplace Hazardous Materials Infor-
mation System: Nov. 16, 9:30-11:30 am

Manager’s Skill Development 
Series
For information or to register, contact 
Human Resources Division at 966-5539
•	 Nov. 17, 1:30-4 pm, College 280, 

Defining Accountabilities

•	 Nov. 18, 9-11:30 am, College 280, 
Giving and Receiving Feedback

•	 Dec. 3, 9-noon, College 280, Creating 

Positive Work Environments Through 

Respectful Workplaces

•	 Dec. 17, 1:30-4 pm, College 280, 

Understanding Mental Health in the 

Workplace

•	 Dec. 2, 9-noon, College 280, Achieving 

a Representative Workforce Through 

the Values of Diversity

Grad student commons  
‘comfortable for everyone’

Back from the brink
Anthropology revitalized, growing

Coming Events continued

Information for Coming Events 
will be accepted until 5 pm on 
deadline day.  

Next OCN: Friday, Nov. 27, 2009
Deadline: Thursday, Nov. 19, 2009

ocn@usask.ca, fax 966-6815  
or use web submission form at 
www.usask.ca/ocn

Submit  
Coming Events

During a recent autumn afternoon, the light pours through the 
magnificent stained glass windows lining the walls of Emmanuel 
and St. Chad’s – the new Graduate Students Association (GSA) 
Commons.
	 Nicholas Fraser, president of the GSA, stands in the middle of 
the facility amongst wood, power tools, and a handful of renovators 
who are busy putting together the kitchenette on the west end of the 
building. Although the project is a few months behind schedule, Fraser 
is extremely pleased with how the new commons is shaping up. 
	 Renovations should be completed by December, he said, and the 
GSA is poised to move into the space in January. With a renovation 
price tag of about $500,000 – a cost covered by the GSA, the univer-
sity, and a few private donors – the project ran a bit over budget, he 
said, but that everything has worked out well.  
	 As a former church, the building had to be completely 
re-purposed from its religious origins.
	 “We had the building de-consecrated to cleanse and purify the 
space. There is still Christian symbolism but I think this space is 
comfortable for everyone.” 
	 Fraser points out where the offices will be, the kitchenette 
(which will double as a bar if the GSA can get a liquor licence), 
and where students can lounge and watch TV. The facility is also 
being retrofitted for wheelchairs and audible accessibility for the 
hearing impaired.  
	 “This space will be great for holding events,” he added.    

It was only a few years ago that 
anthropology studies, in what 
was then called the Department 
of Religious Studies and Anthro-
pology, were close to extinction. 
But today, anthropologists at the 
U of S are breathing new life into 
their department and bringing it 
back from the brink. 
	 Jim Waldram, professor and 
project co-ordinator of anthro-
pology, thinks the decision to 
combine religious studies and 
anthropology back in 2002 
compromised the depart-
ment’s ability to deliver quality 
courses to students. With only 
two faculty members and one 
term appointment, “the depart-
ment had been whittled down to 
nothing. 
	 “When anthropology 
transferred to religious studies, 
there were conditions regarding 
research and collaborations,” 
says Waldram. “And then, 
Council made the determination 
a few years later to terminate 
the program if things didn’t 
improve, saying it (the program) 
lacked viability and none of the 
requisite expectations associ-
ated with the current program’s 
limited approval were being 
met.” 
	 In January 2005, University 
Council’s Academic Programs 

Committee insisted anthro-
pology revive their undergrad-
uate program. They were given 
a deadline of May 2008 to meet 
the following expectations: 
show how the program could 
be made sustainable and viable, 
reduce teaching loads of faculty 
so research activity levels could 
increase, and increase the 
involvement of anthropologists 
in St. Thomas More College and 
elsewhere on campus. 
	 To find a solution, Waldram 
was asked by Jo-Ann Dillon, 
dean of arts and science, to 
chair the task force charged 
with finding ways to meet 
Council’s conditions. After 
consultations, it was decided 
the conditions could not be met 
as long as anthropology and 
religious studies were still in 
the same department, he says, 
and that combining their efforts 
with archaeology would make 
more sense. 
	 In July 2008, the new 
Department of Anthropology 
and Archaeology began offering 
courses in their re-designed 
undergraduate program.
	 Waldram describes it as a 
four-field approach focused on 
the areas of cultural anthro-
pology, archaeology, biological 
anthropology and linguistics. 

	 “This (the new department) 
helped us put together a viable 
program and appease Council. 
And it helped us recruit two new 
faculty members.”
	 Assistant Professors Clint 
Westman and Sadeq Rahimi 
both arrived at the university 
this fall as new faculty members. 
Waldram and Associate 
Professor Pamela Downe make 
up the rest of the team. 
	 The department is also 
engaging the other anthro-
pologists on campus, including 
the medical anthropologists 
in the College of Medicine, to 
introduce new courses and even 
look at new degree programs. 
“There are lots of anthropolo-
gists all over the place and 
we plan to collaborate with 
them, including the new grad 
schools, to offer graduate level 
programs.”
	 After teetering only a few 
years ago, the future looks 
good. A Master of Anthro-
pology program was approved 
by Council in the spring, and 
Waldram thinks the number 
of majors in the undergraduate 
program could double from 30 
to 60 in the next few years. 
	 “We’ve pulled it back from 
the brink, and this is what makes 
it compelling.” 

Anthropology faculty members (from left to right) Clint Westman, Jim Waldram, Pamela Downe, and Sadeq Rahimi

Nicholas Fraser surveys the future GSA Commons in 
Emmanuel and St. Chad’s
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Campus Oddities 
If you know of something that has a great story, would 
make a great photo or is just plain weird and wonderful, 
please email us at ocn@usask.ca or call 966-6610.

The devil you know

You may not have heard of the demon Pazuzu, but his 
face may look familiar. It is Pazuzu who has evolved into 
the modern image of Satan. 
	 The Mesopotamian statuette (above left) in the 
Museum of Antiquities shows Pazuzu as a man with the 
head of a lion or dog, talons instead of feet, two pairs of 
wings, and the tail of a scorpion. His right hand is raised 
and his left extended downward, a position representing 
life and death, creation and destruction. Although a 

demon associated with drought, famine, and locusts, 
Pazuzu offered protection against his wife, the Demoness 
Lamashtu, by driving her back into hell.  
	 Lamashtu is depicted at the bottom of the Hell 
Plaque (above right) holding snakes and suckling lion 
cubs while riding a donkey in a boat. She had a hairy 
body with the head of a lioness, the teeth and ears of a 
donkey and talons. She was blamed for the deaths of 
children and mothers during childbirth, poisoning 

water, killing plants and causing nightmares.
	 Overlooking the plaque is her husband Pazuzu, 
the only one who could drive her away. The plaque was 
used as an Assyrian healing device against Lamashtu 
and often hung over the bed of an invalid in hopes of 
driving the demoness out. 
	 Both pieces are replicas. The originals, from the 
late seventh to eighth century, reside in the Louvre in 
Paris.    




