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WORLD
WATER
LEADERS
The University of Saskatchewan
is the No.1 ranked institution for
freshwater resources research
in the country and ranked 18th
in the world. In this issue of
On Campus News, we chat with
some of our internationallyrenowned experts in the Global
Institute for Water Security, and
dive into the work we are doing in
leading the national Global Water
Futures research program.
SEE PAGES 8-9.
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USask hosts successful planetary health conference
COLLIN SEMENOFF
On Campus News is published 12 times
per year by University of Saskatchewan
Marketing and Communications. It is
distributed to all USask faculty, staff,
graduate students and members of
governing bodies, as well as to others
in the university community, related
organizations, some Saskatchewan
government officials and news media.
Subscriptions are available for $24
per year. Story and photo ideas
are welcome. Advertising rates are
available online or on request.


On Campus News aims to provide a
forum for the sharing of timely news,
information and opinions about
events and issues of interest to the
USask community.
The views and opinions expressed
by writers of letters to the editor and
viewpoints do not necessarily reflect
those of USask or On Campus News.


We acknowledge we are on Treaty 6
Territory and the Homeland of the
Métis. We pay our respect to the First
Nation and Métis ancestors of this
place and reaffirm our relationship
with one another.

For two days in March, the University of Saskatchewan (USask)
brought the planetary health discussion to Saskatoon to examine the
interdependencies of human civilization and nature.
Planetary health acknowledges
the interdependence of human
health and the health of the planet.
As an initiative of the USask International Blueprint for Action, the
second annual People Around the
World (PAW) conference brought
together a number of expert
presenters and a diverse audience
to explore the intricate connections
between food, people and the planet.
“Understanding and examining
issues related to planetary health is
an absolute requirement for those
of us who operate within the health
and social sciences, environmental
organizations, or anywhere human
civilization and nature intersect,”
said conference chair and scientific
lead Dr. Steven Jones (PhD).
Jones, USask’s interim assistant

Dr. Steven Jones (PhD) addresses the second annual People
Around the World (PAW) conference on March 13.

vice-provost, health, and executive
director of the School of Public
Health, emphasized that the conference theme is not a new disciplinary
silo or research centre.
“Planetary health is a transdisciplinary system that builds on all of
our existing strengths, compelling
us to work together in new and more



DAVID STOBBE

powerful ways,” he said.
PAW 2019 opened on March
12 with a keynote address from Dr.
Brent Loken (PhD), contributor to
the groundbreaking EAT-Lancet
Commission on Food, Planet, Health.
Before an audience of health, environment, Indigenous, and policy
researchers, USask students and

community partners, Loken emphasized the need for a holistic approach
to developing healthy, sustainable
food systems.
For Loken, this can only be
achieved through an agenda that
integrates not only health and environmental concerns but all 17 of
the Sustainable Development Goals
adopted by United Nations member
states in 2015 as part of the 2030
Agenda for Sustainable Development.
“Who else is better positioned to
advance this than a university such
as this?” Loken said. “[We need] all
hands on deck.”
Day 2 of the conference featured
keynotes from the University of North
Dakota’s Dr. Donald Warne (MD)
addressing Indigenous perspectives
on health disparities, and Canadian
Association of Physicians for the
Environment board president Dr.
Courtney Howard (MD) presenting
Healthy planet, healthy people.
SEE JONES, PAGE 15



EDITOR

James Shewaga
WRITER

Chris Morin
DESIGNERS

Brian Kachur
Pierre Wilkinson
EDITORIAL ADVISORY BOARD

Patrick Hayes
Fiona Haynes
Sandra Ribeiro
Stephen Urquhart
David York

ISSN: 1195-7654
PUBLICATIONS MAIL
AGREEMENT NO. 40065156
Return undeliverable addresses to:
UNIVERSITY OF SASKATCHEWAN
MARKETING AND COMMUNICATIONS
G16 THORVALDSON BUILDING
110 SCIENCE PLACE
SASKATOON, SK S7N 5C9
Email: news@usask.ca

2

APRIL 12, 2019

IN CASE YOU MISSED IT

A lot happens at the USask during the weeks when On Campus News isn’t published.
Here are a few of the top stories from news.usask.ca:

Indigenous health Student support

Engineering access Durum decoded

The Indigenous Peoples’ Health
Research Centre at USask has teamed
up with the Saskatchewan Centre for
Patient-Oriented Research to offer free,
monthly training modules for patientoriented research teams seeking to
engage Indigenous communities
in health research endeavours. The
in-person training module, entitled
Building Research Relationships
with Indigenous Communities, is
the first of its kind in Canada. It will
provide researchers with basic tools
and knowledge to build meaningful
research relationships with Indigenous
peoples and their communities. The
first module was offered March 22 in
Saskatoon.

USask’s College of Engineering has
launched a new program designed to
help more Indigenous people enter the
college and complete their degrees.
The Engineering Access Program
is part of the college’s Indigenous
Peoples Initiatives Community. The
program helps prospective and current
Indigenous engineering students
through: Pathways to Engineering,
a year of academic upgrading for
students who do not have the required
pre-requisites; Summer Bridging
Program, to help students with
academic preparation, navigating
campus and Saskatoon; and Student
Success Program, offering social,
academic and financial supports.

FOR MORE UP-TO-THE-MINUTE NEWS, VISIT:

A USask pilot project starting this
spring will help students develop
professional skills, prepare for the
demands of the workforce and
transition into careers. Sponsored
by a $300,000 donation from the
RBC Foundation, the RBC Learn to
Work, Work to Learn program—
in partnership with the College of
Agriculture and Bioresources and
the Student Employment and Career
Centre—will provide networking
opportunities to meet professionals
and alumni and learn about career
options in industries. AgBio students
will also be able to take an eightmonth work-integrated course to
develop career skills.
news.usask.ca

@usask

University
of
Saskatchewan
researchers, led by corresponding
author Curtis Pozniak, played
a key role in an international
consortium that has sequenced
the entire genome of durum
wheat—the source of semolina for
pasta, a food staple for the world’s
population—according
to
an
article published April 8 in Nature
Genetics. In an exciting discovery,
the research team discovered how
to significantly reduce cadmium
levels in durum grain, ensuring the
safety and nutritional value of the
grain through selective breeding.
The research involved more than 60
scientists from seven countries.

PEOPLE OF THE PLAN
The University of Saskatchewan’s new seven-year plan through to 2025 is entitled The University the World Needs and has been
gifted Indigenous names nīkānītān manācihitowinihk (Cree) and ni manachīhitoonaan (Michif), which translate to “Let us
lead with respect.” In each issue of On Campus News in 2019, we will take a look at the 12 major goals of the new plan by
profiling individuals involved in the university’s commitment to Courageous Curiosity, Boundless Collaboration and Inspired
Communities. In this issue we profile Dr. Carey Simonson (PhD) in the College of Engineering.
COMMITMENT: COURAGEOUS CURIOSITY
(Empower a daring culture of innovation with the
courage to confront humanity’s greatest challenges
and opportunities.)

GOAL: SEEK SOLUTIONS
(Foster a problem-solving, entrepreneurial ethic among students, faculty,
and staff, harnessing opportunities to apply our research, scholarly, and
artistic efforts to community and global priorities)

Carey Simonson: Seeking Saskatchewan solutions
JAMES SHEWAGA
Industry innovation and college
collaboration have always gone
hand-in-hand for Dr. Carey
Simonson (PhD).
For the past two decades, the
award-winning professor has built
on a long tradition of training
future academic researchers and
industry leaders in the College of
Engineering at the University of
Saskatchewan (USask).
“I think that is where we
have our biggest impact,” said
Simonson, who has supervised
more than 50 graduate and
post-doctoral researchers, with
many going on to become leaders
in industry and academia. “In
our college, we certainly develop
technology that has industrial
applications and impacts, but
every master’s and PhD student
who graduates will have an even
larger impact over their 30 to
40-year career.
“The college has a long
history of training experts to work
in industry. So, every year, we
increase the number of people we
have trained for Canadian industries and abroad, and hopefully
that continues to make an impact
and a difference in the world.”
While the new university
plan was just unveiled in October,
engineering experts on campus

SUBMITTED
Dr. Carey Simonson (PhD) earned his bachelor’s, master’s and his PhD at the University of Saskatchewan before becoming a
mechanical engineering professor in USask’s College of Engineering.

like Simonson have been guided by
key principles of the plan for years,
engaging with industry on innovative initiatives to seek solutions for
the benefit of society, and embracing
entrepreneurial opportunities for
students, faculty and staff.
“Without industry involvement, we wouldn’t have the opportunities to train students to find
solutions to relevant problems that
make Canada a better place and
more competitive globally,” said
Simonson, whose current work
with national and international

researchers and industry leaders is
supported by more than $600,000
in funding received from the
Natural Sciences and Engineering
Research Council of Canada
(NSERC) since 2015.
Simonson, who earned his
bachelor’s (1991), master’s (1993) and
PhD (1998) at USask, has continued
the college’s success in improving
heating, ventilation and air conditioning (HVAC) technology. He has
followed in the footsteps of engineering colleagues like professor
emeritus Robert Besant, who

developed air exchange technology
at USask 40 years ago that is now
used in most homes and spawned a
$3 billion industry.
In 2015, Simonson and Besant
were co-winners of the NSERC
Synergy Award for Innovation, for
collaboration with a local company
to improve heating and cooling
systems. The HVAC technology
developed through this collaboration not only saves money, but
improves energy efficiency and
reduces greenhouse gas emissions.
USask research has since

been applied by companies like
Facebook, which announced in
2018 that it is using technology
developed in Saskatoon to cool
computers in its data centres.
“(Facebook) is a neat application of the work that we are
doing,” said Simonson, who is
now working with post-doctoral
fellow Dr. Farid Bahiraei (PhD)
and a local company started by
former USask master’s student
Soheil Akbari to design a new
system to regulate temperature
in individual rooms in homes, to
increase comfort and cut costs.
With
climate
change
increasing the need for cooling
systems around the world, the
work of researchers like Simonson
will have international impact for
years to come.
“The
Intergovernmental
Panel on Climate Change projects
that cooling energy consumption
is going to increase thirty-fold
this century,” said Simonson,
who is now the associate dean of
Graduate Studies and Strategic
Projects in the College of Engineering. “Buildings are large
consumers of energy and HVAC
systems are the largest component
of buildings themselves, so developing better HVAC systems will
be more and more important.” 
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Edwards' student-managed fund tops $2-million
NATASHA KATCHUK
The student-managed fund in the
Edwards School of Business has hit
a memorable milestone.
The George S. Dembroski
Student Managed Portfolio Trust
(Dembroski SMPT), the investment
portfolio run by Edwards students
at the University of Saskatchewan
(USask), has topped the $2-million
mark. The trust, overseen by a board
of trustees that includes investment professionals, finance faculty
and students, was valued at $2.034
million on March 1, 2019.
“As a board member, one of
the most rewarding things is the
terrific performance of these funds
managed by students with the assistance of their professors and instructors,” said Scott McCreath, Senior
Investment Advisor with BMO
Nesbitt Burns and the Edwards
Executive in Residence. “The power
of this class and the results to date
are a feather in the cap of Edwards.
As time progresses it will continue
to attract outstanding students and
new donors.”
Through a $1-million donation,

Reis Mysko (left) and Trevor Zentner are two of the Edwards School of Business students
who have helped manage the George S. Dembroski Student Managed Portfolio Trust.

the fund was established in 2011 to
provide students with investment
experience in portfolio management. The classroom environment is
comprised of third- and fourth-year
Bachelor of Commerce students
working alongside graduate students

TAKING YOUR
CONVENTION
ELSEWHERE?

in the Master of Science in Finance
program.
Faculty advisor Dr. George
Tannous (PhD) said the Dembroski
SMPT is an experiential learning
opportunity in which Edwards
students get to work with equity

WHY?
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markets in real time with real money.
“Students put their core
knowledge into practice managing
funds in an investment account
through a course where undergraduate and graduate students work
together on teams to manage the

fund,” said Tannous.
Since its inception, the
Dembroski SMPT has delivered
exceptional returns considered
comparable with those of top professional managers. The current value
is in part thanks to the excellent
performance of USask finance
students and from continued investment from donors. Donations,
which are tax deductible, have
totaled $1,258,998 to date.
The students see the greatest
impact from the Dembroski SMPT,
as a portion of the income earned
is reinvested directly back into the
portfolio. In addition, each year
a committee allocates some of
the income towards initiatives to
enhance the student experience.
Fourth-year students Trevor
Zentner and Reis Mysko are two
of the students who have helped
manage the fund throughout their
time in the Dembroski investment
courses. They felt the access to
Bloomberg terminals and practical
SEE STUDENTS, PAGE 14

Be a local ambassador. Let us help you pitch and plan a gathering your attendees will not only enjoy, but always
remember – having experienced firsthand the kind of warm, authentic hospitality that can only be found in Saskatoon.
We make it easy:
Bid Support

Site Visits

Venue Search

Funding Assistance

• We’ll prepare a comprehensive
package that shows organizers
just how amazing conventions
are here

• We’ll take key decision
makers in person to see the
accommodations, venues and
attraction attendees will enjoy

• We do the legwork on your
behalf, reaching out to hotels
and various venues to create
the experience you want at
the best possible price

• We help with all the
paperwork, including
funding applications

#SASKATOONING

By hosting at home, you create buzz for your business within the city and generate good
will by bringing customers (and dollars) to local business. Why go anywhere else?

05391 TSK - SK Business Ad 10.375x4.375-RC-V1a.indd 1
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Every month in On Campus News, we highlight an exceptional graduate
of the University of Saskatchewan in our Alumni Spotlight feature. In this
edition, we chat with Dr. Vicki Holmes (MD’73). The medical community
celebrated World Health Day on April 7 and Holmes has been part of that
community for 43 years. She has dedicated much of her career to women’s
health and to creating a centre of excellence for women in Saskatchewan.
Dr. Vicki Holmes (MD) is a graduate of the University of Saskatchewan’s College of Medicine, and went on to enjoy a successful 43-year career in medicine.



MEMORIES BY MANDY

Dr. Vicki Holmes: A career of caring
TARYN RIEMER

Dr. Vicki Holmes (MD) is now
retired from her medical career
and is taking advantage of her free
time by spending it with family,
golfing and painting. Although
she describes her retirement life as
“nothing exceptional,” her 43-year
career was just the opposite.
Holmes
completed
her
education at the University of
Saskatchewan (USask) in 1973
and then moved to Winnipeg for
two years to work at Misericordia
Hospital. She and her husband
returned to Saskatoon in 1975 and
she went into a private practice as a
family physician.
“The nice thing about family
medicine is you can have all these
areas that you develop an expertise
in, in addition to your basic training
that you can pursue, and still be
within your family medicine area,”

said Holmes.
Holmes was also involved with
training medical students, residents,
nurses, allied health professionals
and the public on topics related
to women’s health, palliative care
and menopause. She went through
various stages of her career where
she was involved in different areas
of medicine, such as obstetrics and
palliative care.
But one of Holmes’ biggest
passions was the Women’s Mid-Life
Health Program. She worked on this
program with Sarah Nixon-Jackie,
a superlative nurse. Holmes said
that Saskatchewan was missing a
resource for mature women’s health
at that time.
“We were one of the few
provinces that didn’t have a
menopause clinic,” said Holmes.
“The goal of the program was to

develop the expertise to investigate
all of the things that are happening
for women at this stage and to
become a resource for the other
health-care workers and the women
in the community.”
In 2000, Holmes participated in
a multi-disciplinary committee that
developed a program for women in
Saskatchewan. However, once they
finished the plan, the health district
didn’t have the money to fund the
program.
“By that time, I was really
committed that this was an excellent
idea,” said Holmes. “There was a few
of us that went ahead to try and find
funding for this outside of the traditional medical world.”
The
committee
initially
received funding from pharmaceutical companies, but when that
wasn’t able to continue, they decided

to put on an annual art show and
banquet that was held from 20032011.
“The art auction is basically
what kept us going. The generous
artists, the wonderful volunteers
and community support are what
made it happen,” said Holmes.
They operated out of St. Paul’s
Hospital until 2011 when the health
district decided it would fund the
program to become part of the
women’s centre at City Hospital.
Because of the work she did with
the program, Holmes was given the
Regional Achievement Award of
Excellence in the central region in
2011, by the Society of Obstetrics
and Gynecology of Canada.
Holmes split her time with
the program and family medicine
until 2013 when she left family
practice and worked exclusively

with the Women’s Mid-Life Health
Program. Along with her work
with the program, Holmes was a
board member of the Canadian
Menopause Society.
Holmes retired from the
program in 2017 and officially
entered her retirement stage,
but keeps busy with her medical
column for Refine magazine and is
still an active board member of the
Canadian Menopause Society.
“I really feel that I’ve put in
a 43-year career and gave it my
all every step of the way, but I
don’t really feel I need to accomplish anything anymore. It’s quite
an interesting stage to be at,” said
Holmes. “It was a very exciting
career and I truly enjoyed it.” 
Taryn Riemer is
a communications specialist
in Alumni Relations.
NEWS.USASK.CA

5

Barley breeding makes
for crafty collaboration
CHRIS MORIN
brewers to ensure a satisfying final
When it comes to brewing better happy to carry on.
“The barley world is quite a product.
beer, most lager lovers might not
And when it comes to the
think to raise a glass in salute to tight-knit group. We work quite
the University of Saskatchewan closely with other barley breeding research, Beattie said the work
programs in Western Canada. We being done at USask is seminal
(USask).
to giving a number of beer
Then again, for a
varieties their distinct traits.
number of craft brewers
According to Beattie, there
across Saskatchewan to
Thanks to the research
are particular genes that
industry giants such as
being done here, we are able
produce certain off-flavours
Molson and Sapporo, it’s
and affect key characteristics
no secret that there is some
to help produce a beer that
of the body of the brew.
refreshing research being
has a longer shelf life, with a
“In Japan, the head on
done at the university when
a beer is something to be
it comes to quality ingredihead that lasts longer.
enjoyed and is considered a
ents and expertise.
— Dr. Aaron Beattie
positive attribute in beer,”
It’s a reputation that has
said Beattie, whose own
certainly been well-earned:
USask has been contributing to exchange data, and that happens interest in crop breeding started
better brewing for the better part of over the entire course of producing with bean breeding during his
a century, and it’s also one that Dr. a new variety of barley,” said time at the University of Guelph.
Aaron Beattie (PhD), an associate Beattie, who adds that USask’s Crop “Thanks to the research being done
professor in the College of Agri- Development Centre (CDC) works here, we are able to help produce a
culture and Bioresources, is all too with everyone from farmers to craft beer that has a longer shelf life, with
a head that lasts longer.”
While the first barley varieties
that came out of USask happened
in the early 1920s, the university’s worldwide brew revolution
didn’t land until 1981, when barley
breeder Dr. Bryan Harvey (PhD)
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Dr. Aaron Beattie (PhD) is the Ministry of Agriculture
Strategic Research Program Chair in Barley and Oat
Breeding and Genetics at USask.

several varieties of barley since
then, one of the latest releases to
make a splash is CDC Bow, the
star ingredient used in the Bow
Project. That initiative paired the
barley with craft breweries around
Saskatchewan, with each coming up
with their own uniquely-flavoured
beer but using the same ingredient.
Beattie said events like the
Bow Project are good exposure
for the work being done at the
AgBio college, especially when it
comes to shining a light on campus

MATT RAMAGE

STUDIO D PHOTOGRAPHY

research that some people may not
be aware of. And while events like
this bring together an already tightknit community, it’s not just about
crafting good science and great
beer—it’s also a labour of love.
“We don’t generally get to see
the end product or people enjoying
it on an intimate level,” said Beattie.
“As a breeder, to see the people
enjoying the downstream product
of something you’ve been working
on for the past eight years, it’s really
quite something.” 

Greg Fowler is the vice-president of Finance and Resources at USask.

Bill Hale is the manager of Facilities, Sustainability and Engineering at USask.

CHRIS MORIN

USask takes steps to reduce carbon footprint
JAMES SHEWAGA
In buildings all across campus,
the front line in the battle against
climate change will soon be fought
behind walls, in ventilation systems,
and in dark basement utility rooms.
After years of grappling with
greenhouse gas emissions, the
University of Saskatchewan has
unveiled a new $3.48-million plan of
attack to improve energy efficiency
and reduce its carbon footprint.
“Most of this takes place in
mechanical rooms, on roofs and
behind false ceilings, so not in
very visible places,” said Bill Hale,
manager of Facilities Sustainability
and Engineering at USask. “But this
is the subtlety of climate change that
provides a metaphor for the nature
of this work. You don’t really see or
feel the greenhouse gas emissions
that are the basis of climate change.
However, we can measure our greenhouse gas emissions, set targets to
reduce them, and then act on those
commitments.”
Armed with $1.5-million in
support from the federal government’s Low Carbon Economy Fund
announced on March 13, the university will target improvements in 26
buildings on campus to be completed
by March 31, 2022, designed to
reduce the university’s carbon
footprint while saving money.

“This project is designed to
reduce greenhouse gas emissions
(carbon dioxide equivalent) by
more than four thousand metric
tonnes per year by 2030, which will
result in close to $650,000 in annual
energy savings,” said Greg Fowler,
vice-president of Finances and
Resources at USask.
“Our
campus
is
firmly
committed to the principle of
sustainability, a key pillar of the foundation of our new university plan to
be The University the World Needs.
We are determined to do our part to
decrease greenhouse gas emissions,
to reduce our carbon footprint, and
to be more sustainable.”
Hale said the university plans to
fix, replace or eliminate equipment
and systems that are out-dated and
inefficient, in order to maximize
energy efficiency efforts.
“An excellent way for USask
to reduce its energy consumption
is to make sure our heating and
cooling equipment is operating efficiently,” he said. “We will do this
by correcting out-of-specification
equipment, turning fans off when
they are not needed, installing
variable speed drives to slow down
fans, and installing energy recovery
equipment. We will do an initial
retro-commissioning to identify

the most economical projects to
implement improvements to.”
Fowler said this new program
is the latest step in the university’s
commitment to sustainability, after
USask received a silver Sustainability Tracking, Assessment and
Ratings System ranking in 2017,

three years ahead of its original
target date of 2020.
“We have lots to be proud of
when it comes to sustainability, but
we also know there is always more
to do,” said Fowler, noting that the
university is also proposing to build
a $30-million co-generation plant

(combined heat and power plant)
designed to significantly reduce
carbon emissions by generating
steam and electricity from natural
gas. “So, support we receive from
programs like the Low Carbon
Economy Fund makes a huge
difference.” 

CALL FOR NOMINATIONS!
INNOVATION, COMMITMENT TO EXCELLENCE,
COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT, LEADERSHIP
Nominate one of our amazing University of Saskatchewan
alumni for a 2019 Alumni Achievement Award.
Deadline for nominations is June 18, 2019.
Visit alumni.usask.ca/achieve for more information.
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USask a nat
in water

ASHLEIGH MATTERN
Global water security could be the
biggest environmental challenge
of this century. And University of
Saskatchewan (USask) scientists are
at the forefront of this critical field
of research.
Dr. Jay Famiglietti (PhD) is
the executive director of the Global
Institute for Water Security (GIWS)
at USask. His study published in
Nature in May 2018 found that by
the end of the century, worldwide
changes to precipitation will cause
widespread resource management
issues that could affect up to five
billion people.
In other words, the stakes are
high.
“We must make a difference
with the work that we undertake,”
said Famiglietti, a former NASA
Jet Propulsion Laboratory scientist
who now serves as Canada 150
Research Chair in Hydrology and
Remote Sensing at USask. “Canada
and the world need us to succeed at
what we do.”
Established in 2011, GIWS is
at the forefront of water research
nationally and internationally. It’s
ranked as the No.1 institute for
water resources research in Canada
and No.18 in the world, according
to the Shanghai Academic Ranking
of World Universities. Supported
by $263.5 million in research
grants and contracts, the institute
is dedicated to protecting people
from flood and drought and finding
sustainable ways to manage the
world’s water resources.
Solving the world’s water challenges requires GIWS to not only
understand the physical, biological
and chemical aspects of water, but
also the related socio-economics,
Famiglietti said.
“I want to understand what
role university institutes like GIWS
can play in moving the needle
on water security in some of the
hottest of the world’s water-inse8
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Dr. Jay Famiglietti (PhD) is the Canada 150 Research Chair
in Hydrology and Remote Sensing at USask.

cure hotspots,” he said.
The USask-led Global Water
Futures program is tackling the
socio-economic and political factors
that are intrinsically linked to water.
Funded in part by a $77.8million grant from the Canada
First Research Excellence Fund, the
GWF program is the largest university-based freshwater research
program in the world. There are 39
projects active across the country,
including one to create a national
flood forecasting system in Canada.
“Canada is the only major
developed country not to have
a national flood forecasting
program,” said GWF Director Dr.
John Pomeroy (PhD), the Canada
Research Chair in Water Resources
and Climate Change at USask.
This is a serious and pressing
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issue. Pomeroy said flood damages
in Canada have been increasing
dramatically, doubling and tripling
over time. The 2013 Alberta floods
and the 2014 Assiniboine River flood
caused massive property damage
and even deaths.
“If we were able to add a few
more days to flood warnings,
the loss of life and destruction of
property could have been reduced,”
Pomeroy said.
Developing a national flood
forecasting program is a massive
undertaking. GWF has the largest
water modelling team ever brought
together in Canada and they worked
with Environment and Climate
Change Canada to host the first
national flood forecasting meeting
with all provinces and territories.
There is a version of the fore-

casting system up and running in
the Yukon, and models are now
being tested in Alberta. They’ll be
moving across the country, river
basin by river basin. There’s international interest in the program,
with the models developed here

in Canada already being applied
around the world.
Setting aside the challenges of
creating a forecasting system for
a country the size of Canada, the
issues of governance still remain.
“The way we govern water

ional leader
research

Holly Annand

Open Science
Meeting will
highlight new
research

OF ACHIEVEMENTS

Dr. John Pomeroy (PhD) is the Canada Research Chair
in Water Resources and Climate Change at USask.

in Canada is rather fragmented,”
Pomeroy said.
Provincial
governments,
the federal government and even
Fisheries and Oceans Canada have
a say in governance, but Indigenous
communities should also be heard

and often aren’t, Pomeroy said.
GWF scientists are meeting with
officials in Ottawa to recommend
changes to the Canada Water Act,
which was written in 1970. It doesn’t
recognize Indigenous governments,
nor does it address the impacts of

climate change or mention the role
of flood forecasting.
In short, Pomeroy wants to
transform Canada.
By 2023, he said he wants to
see a functioning national flood
forecasting system in place, and
Indigenous communities serving as
full partners in water management
across the country.
GWF received major international recognition earlier this year
when it was designated as one of
only three regional hydroclimate
projects in the world by the Global
Energy and Water Exchanges, one
of the four core projects of the
United Nations’ World Climate
Research Programme.
GWF is also actively engaging
women in freshwater security
research through its Women and
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Water lecture series. That series looks
at the challenges and opportunities facing female water researchers,
as well as gendered water-related
impacts.
“In many places in the world,
women are ... the knowledge keepers
and primary water managers,”
Pomeroy said. “In many Indigenous societies in Canada, that’s
also the case.”
The series also highlights some
of the great water research women
are doing in Canada, much of which
is happening in the GWF program.
“There’s an explosion of scientific information coming out of
this,” Pomeroy said. 
Ashleigh Mattern is a freelance
writer from Saskatoon and a
graduate of the University of
Saskatchewan.

The Global Water Futures
(GWF) second annual Open
Science Meeting will bring
together researchers from
across the country May 15-17
at Saskatoon’s TCU Place.
“This meeting is a chance
for us to come together to
share, learn, plan and celebrate
our achievements,” said Dr.
John Pomeroy (PhD), GWF
director at the University of
Saskatchewan (USask).
Researchers will present
their work on topics including
climate and hydrology, human
dimensions and hydro-economics, and ecosystems and
water quality. While the
meeting is a chance for GWF
researchers to connect in
person, it is an open meeting,
with community partners and
the public invited.
On May 14, a public event
at the Roxy Theatre will feature
an expert panel discussion on
local and regional water issues
and how GWF is responding to
the challenges. Sharing Indigenous knowledge is also an
important part of the meeting,
with a half-day event May
15 at Wanuskewin Heritage
Park that will include cultural
activities.
The GWF Young Professionals, led by president Holly
Annand, a USask graduate
student, will also host professional
development
and
social events throughout the
weekend. 
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Bringing career readiness
into the classroom at USask
SYDNEY GOBEIL and MEGHAN SIRED
As students move from the
classroom into the workplace, some
are quickly discovering employers
are looking for more than just a
diploma or degree.
Employers expect their team to
demonstrate core career competencies such as professionalism, leadership and collaboration, according
to Kimberly Matheson, career counsellor in the Student Employment
and Career Centre (SECC) at the

University of Saskatchewan (USask).
Matheson is one of a number of
SECC team members who have been
working with USask instructors
over the last four years to determine
the needs of employers and the
best practices for bringing career
readiness—which Matheson defines
as acquiring the skills required
to successfully transition into the
workplace—into the classroom.
“Integrating career readiness

CAREER READINESS
IN THE CURRICULUM
Want to draw connections
between course learning
outcomes and employability
for your students?
Meet with us to see
how we can help.

STUDENT EMPLOYMENT
AND CAREER CENTRE (SECC)
G50 Lower Marquis Hall
306-966-5003
secc@usask.ca
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into curriculum has enabled students
to develop connections between
what they are learning in the
classroom and their career direction
and employability, which can be vital
upon graduation,” said Matheson.
“We’ve been working alongside
instructors and bringing in our
expertise around career readiness to
enrich their course content—looking
at their syllabus and seeing ways that
we can complement and support
what they’re teaching.”
Matheson said the level at
which each instructor wants
to integrate career readiness is
completely up to them, as staff at
the SECC are able to tailor their
time and focus in the classroom to
suit each individual course.
Over the last four years, more
than 930 students in the Colleges
of Arts and Science, Pharmacy
and Nutrition, Graduate and Postdoctoral Studies, and the Edwards
School of Business have taken
classes in which career readiness
concepts were intertwined in the
other learning material.
“For students, some of the most
important outcomes that we want
to see are an understanding of the
value of career readiness competencies and that they possess, or
can develop, and articulate these
competencies,” said Matheson.
The eight career readiness
competencies the SECC team explores
with students are professionalism
and work ethic, oral and written
communication, teamwork and
collaboration, critical thinking and
problem solving, digital technology,
leadership, global and intercultural
fluency, and career management.
Prior to introducing career
readiness concepts into curriculum,
the SECC looked to post-secondary
institutions in the United States,
Australia and the United Kingdom
to see how career readiness was being

Kimberly Matheson (left), career counsellor at the Student
Employment and Career Centre, and Dr. Carol Henry (PhD),
professor in the College of Pharmacy and Nutrition.

approached as a partnership between
instructors and career services.
“We spent quite a bit of time
looking at best practices and digging
into how other universities were
approaching it and how they went
about designing, developing and
evaluating that type of content into
courses,” said Matheson.
After conducting their research,
the SECC team worked closely
with the Gwenna Moss Centre for
Teaching and Learning (GMCTL),
and began to explore how best to
create a model for career readiness and curriculum integration at
USask. From there, staff at GMCTL
connected the SECC with faculty
who were interested in supplementing their courses.
Matheson said these partnerships formed the basis for the integration of career readiness partnerships across several courses at the
university and has been an excellent
experience with powerful outcomes
for both students and instructors.
Matheson and her manager,
John Ault, were given the opportunity to share this work in January
at Cannexus, Canada’s largest
bilingual
career
development
conference.
“There is definitely a growing
appetite for these types of partnerships and a new appreciation for
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their value,” said Matheson. “There
was a lot of interest in our session
and it gave us an opportunity to
have great conversations with other
institutions and allow the University
of Saskatchewan to shine.“
Dr. Carol Henry (PhD),
assistant dean of nutrition and
dietetics, has seen firsthand the
impact of the SECC’s work in regards
to career readiness for students.
Four years ago, the College of
Pharmacy and Nutrition wanted to
restructure the NUTR 466 course, to
provide students with practical applications for what they had learned in
class. It was at this point that they
began working with Matheson,
who introduced them to the SECC’s
approach to career readiness.
The course now better prepares
students for their practicum and
gives them the chance to find out
what their own strengths are. Henry
has heard nothing but positive
feedback from students.
“It has been a great experience, and we really look forward to
continue to build on that experience,” said Henry. 
Meghan Sired is a
communications co-ordinator and
Sydney Gobeil is a student intern
in Teaching, Learning and Student
Experience at USask.

Images of
Research
Close to 120 images were submitted for the fifth
annual Images of Research competition this year.
University of Saskatchewan faculty, staff, students and
alumni submitted their best photos of research for
consideration in an array of categories. The winning
images are on display in Place Riel until April 12, and
posted on-line at: research.usask.ca

FR O M TH E FI E LD: LO O K I N G AT TH E FU T U R E
K R I S TA M U R R AY, master’s student in archaeology
and anthropology

CO M M U N IT Y AN D I M PAC T:
FABALO US P OTE N TIAL
J E SSA H U G H E S, master’s student in plant sciences

Here are this year’s winners:

M O R E THAN M E E T S TH E E Y E:
H ITCH I N G A R I D E

R E S E AR CH I N AC TI O N:
CO LD FI N G E R S, FR OZ E N E LE C T R O N I C S

Z ACH BAL Z E R , master’s student in biology

C AR O LI N E AU B RY- WAK E , PhD student in hydrology

G R AN D PR I Z E:
SU CCE SS FU L S E LF - P O LLI NATI O N !
E V E LY N OSO R I O, master’s student in plant sciences

B E ST D E SCR I P TI O N: PA M M’S FI E LD DAY

Looking for tolerant cultivars of field pea to heat stress, this gorgeous stigma with
lots of pollen is telling us that its pollination was successful after the flower was
exposed to heat stress conditions. The increase in temperature of the environment
is one of the factors that threatens yield of field pea by causing abortion of flowers
and fruits of the plant. My research is trying to find out how heat stress affects
the reproductive process of these plants and find cultivars that are tolerant to this
abiotic stress.

T Y R O N E K E E P, staff, mechanical engineering

V I E W E R ’S CH O I CE: R E ACH I N G O U T FO R
PR EG NAN C Y AN D L ABO U R
AYO M I K U N O L ALO K U, undergraduate student
in physiology and pharmacology

The Phenotype Acquisition and Measurement Machine
(affectionately dubbed PAMM, because all the best science
things require an acronym) is a robotic imaging platform
developed for field crop phenotyping. Pictured here is PAMM
taking in the beauty of the prairie skyline after a test drive
on Halloween 2018. The weather was ideal and it proved to
be the last warm day of the year. PAMM’s day job includes
acquiring phenotypes for wheat, lentils, and canola, but she
dreams of broadening her research horizons to measure traits
of all types of crops.
NEWS.USASK.CA
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Saskatchewan’s Evelyn Potter photographed life in Communist China as part of a Canadian delegation in 1971. Her images are now on display at the Diefenbaker Canada Centre until the end of June.



EVELYN POTTER

China Through Saskatchewan Eyes
 TERESA CARLSON

Host your gathering
at St. Andrew’s College
The historic charm and modern amenities of St. Andrew’s
College on the beautiful U of S campus make it the perfect
location for your meeting, conference or special celebration!
Our flexible meeting spaces accommodate small groups and
gatherings. The Main Lounge offers space for up to 100 guests
along with an updated kitchen for your catering provisions.
The charming and intimate College Chapel is a popular
wedding venue with seating for 100 people.

Let us be part of your special day!
contact Carolina Castro at (306) 966-8969
or carolina.castro@usask.ca
1121 College Drive Saskatoon, SK S7N 0W3
Visit us online at standrews.ca

12

APRIL 12, 2019

We live in troubled times. Across
the globe certain countries are
retrenching and turning inward,
while others are turning their backs
on the world’s most vulnerable
citizens. In some political circles
ignorance and deceit are paraded as
virtues.
It can be refreshing, therefore,
to reflect on the contributions of
Evelyn Potter of Biggar, Sask., a
woman who built relationships and
laid the foundation for cross-cultural understanding across social,
economic, and political divides.
Now showing at the Diefenbaker Canada Centre at the University of Saskatchewan (USask) until
the end of June, China Through
Saskatchewan Eyes: Evelyn Potter’s
1971 Journey, features a sampling of
more than 1,150 photographs taken
by Potter, when she was one of two
Canadian “peasant” representatives
on a historically significant delegation to China. Co-curated by Potter,
Dr. Liang Zhao (PhD), a professor
at Sichuan University (China), and
Dr. Keith Thor Carlson (PhD), a
USask history professor, the exhibit’s
evocative pictures of city, farm,
school, family and factory life provide
an intimate view of Chinese society at
the mid-way point of the Great Proletarian Cultural Revolution.

Cold War tensions had isolated
communist China from the western
world in the 1950s and 1960s. In 1959
and 1960 China suffered successive agricultural calamities, while
innovations in Canada caused grain
production to soar. Prime Minister
John Diefenbaker’s government saw
this overabundance of Canadian
wheat as both a humanitarian and
economic opportunity to open the
doors of trade with China. Relations
between Canada and China matured
throughout the 1960s, and by 1963
China had become Canada’s second
largest overseas market for wheat.
In 1971, following the opening
of formal diplomatic relations, the
first Canadian delegation (led by
University of British Columbia
faculty) travelled to China to
promote cultural exchange and
understanding. However, a mere
month before, the trip had almost
been cancelled when the Chinese
government discovered that there
were no farmers in the group. The
Chinese demanded that a “peasant”
representative be included, and the
delegation’s organizers turned to
Potter, the first female president
of the recently created National
Farmers’ Union (NFU).
As the leader of a volunteer
organization dedicated to preserving

small-scale farming, Potter was especially interested in learning “how
the Chinese [were] so successful at
involving people in similar organizations.” She was also intrigued by
the stories she had heard of “people
working together” in Chinese
communes. Potter agreed to join
the delegation, and her participation was significant in motivating a
series of subsequent Canada/China
farmer-peasant exchanges organized
through the NFU and the Canadian
co-operative movement.
The exhibit offers glimpses into
Potter’s experiences and perspectives, as revealed in the images
captured through her camera lens.
Further, these pictures serve to
remind us of the ongoing importance of Canada’s farm communities
and agricultural sector in opening
and shaping modern relations with
the People’s Republic of China.
While the photos in the exhibit are
of China, in many ways the story
is about Potter, a Saskatchewan
farmer who played a significant role
in building awareness and understanding between the politically
divided East and West. 
Teresa Carlson is the curator of the
Diefenbaker Canada Centre at the
University of Saskatchewan.

Huskie star Labach’s career is right on track
 JAMES SHEWAGA

She has earned a place in Huskie
Athletics history, joining the likes
of the legendary Diane Jones Konihowski, Taryn Suttie and Kelsie
Hendry, who all went on to become
Olympians.
And after completing a remarkable record-setting track and field
career during her five years at the
University of Saskatchewan, Julie
Labach hopes to be the next Huskie
athlete to compete for Canada.
“I would say for most athletes,
the Olympics is the ultimate goal,
and it would be really special, definitely,” said Labach, a 22-year-old
homegrown star from Saskatoon. “I
haven’t had the opportunity to be on
the national team yet, so that is the
next big goal.”
Labach, who was named Huskie
Athletics female athlete of the year
in both 2019 and 2018, capped her
U Sports career in award-winning
fashion this year, setting two Huskie
records and racing into the national
spotlight by being named female
track athlete of the year in Canadian
university sports.
“It was such a lovely way to end
off my last year and I definitely didn’t
expect to win the U Sports award, so
that was really special,” said Labach,
who set Huskie records in the 600
metres (a record that had stood since
1984) and the 1,000 metres, after
winning the gold medal in the 600m
at nationals and earning silver medals
in the 1,000m and 4x400m relay.
“Julie is definitely our best ever
in middle distance events,” said
Huskies track and field coach Jason
Reindl, who was named Canada
West coach of the year after USask
captured both the women’s and
men’s team titles. “For her to end her

Julie Labach was named Huskie Athletics Female Athlete
of the Year and the top Female All-Around Athlete.

Huskie career as the track athlete of
the year in the country, and to have
set a number of records, it’s quite
remarkable. Student-athletes like her
don’t come around very often.”
Labach’s triumphs on the track
have been matched by award-winning academic achievements. Labach
was named an Academic All-Canadian (for an academic average
of better than 80 per cent while
completing a full course load) in
each of her first four years, while
competing for the Huskies in both
track and women’s soccer—suiting
up with her sister Ally.
Labach completed her Bachelor
of Commerce degree in the Edwards
School of Business on the Dean’s
Honour Roll last spring with a superb
89 per cent academic average, and is
now in law school at USask, hoping
to earn her fifth straight Academic
All-Canadian award this year.
“Definitely it’s always a goal
of mine,” she said. “School always
comes first and if I ever felt like my
grades were being compromised,
that was when it was time to step
away and focus on academics first.
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It’s definitely busy and requires lots
of time management. But when I
am in school, I really love what I
am doing, and when I am at track I
really love what I am doing as well.
So, when you enjoy it, it doesn’t feel
like work.”
In one of her interesting
academic projects, Labach took part
in the 2018 Undergraduate Project
Symposium hosted by the University
of Saskatchewan Students’ Union,
placing second with her study of how
American President Donald Trump’s
tweets affect the stock market.
“It was part of my honours
project in behavioural finance, so it
was a very interesting topic,” she said.
“There was so much data to study,
in the future it could make a really
interesting master’s or PhD project.”
Reindl said Labach’s commitment to both academic and athletic
achievement—juggling a full class
schedule with training six days a
week—made her the ideal role model
for her young Huskie teammates.
“Being able to balance all those
time-consuming elements just shows
the quality of person that she is,” he

said. “Julie has found a way to do
it throughout her career and she
is a prime example that you can
be successful in every aspect of
your student-athlete career
here.”
So, what’s next for
Labach? She wants to
earn a law degree and
practice corporate/
commercial
law
one day, as well as
compete
internationally in track.
She is a candidate
to represent Canada in the
Summer Universiade from
July 3-14 in Naples, Italy, and
to race in the Pan American
Games starting July 26 in
Lima, Peru. Labach also hopes
to make the national team for
the world track and field championships that open Sept. 27 in
Doha, Qatar, to set up a possible
run to the 2020 Summer
Olympics in Tokyo.
“It will be a busy summer if
all goes well,” she said. “But I am
really looking forward to it.”

HUSKIE HONOURS:

Other Huskie year-end award
winners were: men’s hockey goalie
Taran Kozun (Male Athlete of the
Year); quarterback Kyle Siemens
(All-Around Male Athlete); wrestler
Logan Sloan (Male Rookie of the
Year); soccer midfielder Payton
Izsak (Female Rookie of the Year);
Labach
(All-Around
Female
Athlete); wrestling coach Daniel
Olver (Coach of the Year); and top
student trainers Brianna Antonichuk (women’s soccer) and Melinda
Ardagh (women’s basketball). 

Feel like you’re the home team,
even when you’re on the road.
Give your group a Game Changing Advantage.

Julie Labach
is the Huskies
record holder
in both the
600 metres and
1,000 metres.
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High school students set SSAIL at the Murray Library
 SEAN CONROY
The Murray Library at the University
of Saskatchewan (USask) recently
received an infusion of colour and
creativity, courtesy of senior art
students from Saskatoon’s Marion M.
Graham Collegiate.
The art exhibit is part of the
Secondary School Art in the Library
(SSAIL) initiative, a partnership
between the Department of Art and
Art History, Student Recruitment,
and the University Library, which
began in September 2015. SSAIL
introduces students from a local high
school to art and art history offerings
at USask and provides them with
the opportunity to showcase their
finished pieces at the library.
Each fall, Student Recruitment,
and the Department of Art and Art
History, connect with a local high
school art teacher who has expressed
interest in the project. Workshops are
offered to the high school art class to
help the students develop their skills
and to promote USask’s visual arts
programs. The students create a piece
of artwork during the fall semester

A sampling of some of the submissions for the Secondary School Art in the Library initiative, now on display at the University of Saskatchewan's Murray Library.
From left are submissions from local high school students Autumn Collins, Kendall Freyling, Marione Pangilinan and Sydney Kohlman.

that is of importance or meaning
to them and provide a reflection to
accompany their piece.
“SSAIL is a wonderful opportunity for prospective students to
connect with USask,” said Alison
Pickrell, assistant vice-provost,
strategic enrolment management.
“Students learn about the opportunities to study art at USask and also the

important learning supports that the
University Library offers.”
“The response to SSAIL
from our partners, visitors to the
library and our employees has been
exciting,” said Christine Drever,
Murray Library operations manager.
“We are very proud to present the
work of these talented art students to
our one million visitors.”

The artists were honoured at
a reception in March at the Murray
Library and their framed works were
unveiled on the first floor, where they

will be displayed until December. 
Sean Conroy is the
communications officer for the
University Library.

Students savour market
management opportunity
FROM PAGE 4

THANK
YOU!
On March 6, our USask community truly came together on
One Day for Students, to show support for students going
through a crisis or traumatic event.
640 donors, alumni, staff and faculty contributed an
incredible $166,517 to support students through the
Nasser Family Emergency Student Trust.

give.usask.ca/oneday
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applications, such as presentation
and analytical skills, were the most
rewarding aspects of the courses.
“Understanding
where
a
company’s value is derived from will
help me going forward, no matter
what path I pursue,” said Zentner.
“It’s fundamental to understanding
a business.”
Mysko explained the courses
have opened her up to the idea of
portfolio management and investments from a private equity standpoint.
“Analyzing market conditions,
trends and funds in real-time in a
classroom setting is something I
can put on my resume and take it
into my future career,” said Mysko.
“Recruiters think it’s really interesting and it tends to be one of the
first talking points in an interview.”
The
extra
opportunities

available through the class were also
an important selling feature for the
students. There are scholarships and
opportunities to attend conferences
in New York, where students can
learn and network with Wall Street
professionals.
As Zentner and Mysko
finish their degrees, they remain
big supporters of the course and
encourage students to enrol. Both now
have their sights set on continuing
their education, with Zentner off
to Norway and Mysko planning to
take the Chartered Financial Analyst
Level 1 test this summer.
For more information about
the Dembroski SMPT, visit
Edwards.usask.ca. 
Natasha Katchuk is the
communications officer in the
Edwards School of Business.

COMING EVENTS
CONFERENCES
From Teaching to Research
Publication: The Fundamentals of
doing the Scholarship of Teaching
and Learning (SoTL)
May 2, 9 am-4:30 pm, College of Education.
This conference features two keynote
sessions structured as workshops on developing and conducting studies in the SoTL.
Scholars from USask and other Saskatchewan institutions are invited to participate.
The morning session is focused on the
process of developing studies. The afternoon
session is focused on the publication process
in SoTL journals, which may be an unfamiliar
process for discipline-based scholars. In
addition to the keynotes, there will also
be a series of short research presentations
from USask SoTL scholars. This conference
is jointly supported by Edwards School of
Business, College of Education, and Gwenna
Moss Centre for Teaching and Learning. Free
registration and lunch will be provided. For
more information, visit: https://teaching.
usask.ca/events/courses-workshops/fundamentals-of-doing-sotl-conference.php
2019 Life and Health Sciences
Research Expo
May 2, 8 am, Health Sciences Building
D-Wing. This annual event, hosted by the
Office of the Vice-Provost Health, acknowledges exemplary research and learning
at the University of Saskatchewan. The
expo consists of: Two poster presentation
sessions, featuring up to 160 USask graduate
students, post-doctoral fellows, and medical
residents showcasing a variety of life and
health sciences research, keynote address,
award presentations, and networking
reception. For more information, visit: http://
healthsciences.usask.ca/events/researchexpo/index.php
2019 Interprofessional
Oncology Conference
May 11, Education Building. This conference
is offered by the University of Saskatchewan
Health Sciences Continuing Education Group
and the Saskatchewan Cancer Agency. The

conference includes plenary and small group
sessions led by an inter-professional group
of experts including staff and specialists of
the Saskatchewan Cancer Agency. For more
information, visit: https://www.usask.ca/
cmelearning/current-courses/oncology%20
2019.php
ABC Copyright Conference
May 30–31, 8:30 am-5 pm, Holiday Inn
Express and Suites, 1838 College Drive. It’s a
fascinating time for copyright in the country
with the Canadian Copyright Act under
review, the Access Copyright vs. York University case under appeal, and the growth of
open educational practices and Open Access
publishing. These topics will be discussed by
librarians, lawyers and copyright specialists
at this national conference. Early-bird registration until April 17. A student scholarship
application to cover registration is available
at: abccopyright.com/attend/scholarships
For more information, and to register, visit:
abccopyright.com

MISCELLANY
Evening with Sven
April 27, 7-10 pm, Convocation Hall, Peter
MacKinnon Building. In collaboration with
the Nordhere Vikings, the Museum of Antiquities is once again hosting an evening of
authentic Viking activities that has an equal
balance of education and entertainment.
As part of the museum’s adult educational
programming initiative, participants will
have the opportunity to engage in Viking
crafting techniques, storytelling, and music.
For more information, visit:
https://artsandscience.usask.ca/antiquities/
learn-and-participate/adult-programs.php

SEMINARS/LECTURES
2019 Timlin Lecture:
The Role of Central Banks
April 15, 5-7 pm, Neatby-Timlin Theatre,
Arts Room 241. This talk by Dr. Stephen
Williamson (PhD), professor and Stephen
A. Jarislowsky Chair in Central Banking

HUSKIE SALUTE
From left, athletes Kyle Siemens (All-Around Male Athlete), Julie Labach (Female Athlete of the Year, and
All-Around Female Athlete), Payton Izsak (Female Rookie of the Year), Logan Sloan (Male Rookie of the
Year) and coach Daniel Olver (Coach of the Year) were honoured at the Huskie Salute year-end awards
banquet on March 29.

at Western University, is presented by
the Timlin Trust and the Department of
Economics. Free and open to the public, with
reception to follow.
Central Bank Digital Currency:
Welfare and Policy Implications
April 15, 10:30 am, Arts Room 214. Part of the
Department of Economics Speaker Series,
this talk is by Dr. Stephen Williamson (PhD).
Literature Matters: A Preview of the
2019 Shakespeare on the Saskatchewan
April 24, 7:30 pm, Grace-Westminster United
Church social hall, 505 10 Street East. In
this series of community talks, members of
the Department of English explore diverse

literary topics, with this season preview
presented by Joanne Rochester of the
Department of English and members of
Shakespeare on the Saskatchewan. This
presentation is free and open to the public.
Economics Speakers’ Series
April 26, 3 pm, Arts Room 807. Economics
Speakers’ Series presents Ying-Ying Lee
of University of California Irvine. Dr. Lee
will present a seminar titled Multivalued
Treatments and Decomposition Analysis: An
application to the WIA Program. This seminar
is open to all and is jointly sponsored by
the Department of Economics and the Role
Model Speaker Fund of the College of Arts
and Science.
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Literature Matters: A Prairie
Gothic – Let our fields be broader,
but our nights so much darker
May 15, 7:30 pm, Grace-Westminster United
Church social hall, 505 10 St. E. Reading,
studying and talking about literary works
helps us make sense of the world. In this
series of community talks, members of
the Department of English explore diverse
literary topics. Presentation is free and
open to the public. Presented by Sheri
Benning of the Department of English.

Next OCN: May 10
Deadline: April 26

Jones announces new Food for Thought monthly lecture series
FROM PAGE 2

In addition to panel discussions from USask experts specializing in health, policy, food science,
culture, and traditional healing
practices, PAW 2019 attendees were
provided with a number of group
learning sessions.
Conference topics included

sustainability, genetic engineering,
and microgreens for indoor
gardens. One of the most popular
learning pods, Indigenous food and
plants as medicine, was delivered
by special guest panelist Dr. Terry
Maresca (MD) from the University
of Washington.

As a commitment to keep
the planetary health discussion
alive following PAW 2019, Jones
announced the launch of a new
monthly lecture series offered
through the Office of the Vice-Provost, Health.
Focusing on food, nutrition,

and
sustainable
development
concerns, the Food for Thought
lecture series will provide the USask
community and its partners with
a means of better understanding
and tackling planetary health
complexities. Topics will range
from migrant nutritional health

to the controversies surrounding
factory farming. Details will be
released once locations and dates
are finalized. 
Collin Semenoff is the
communications strategist in
Office of Vice-Provost, Health.
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Pack your bags and set your sights on memory lane, because this year’s On Campus News back page
features landmark moments and events from our storied 110-year history.
Have a particular event you’d like to see featured? Let us know about it at news@usask.ca.
With files from University Archives and Special Collections.

APRIL
1997
NOBEL PLAZA
SOD-TURNING
At the 1997 sod-turning ceremony
for the new Nobel Plaza, Dr. Agnes
Herzberg (PhD)—the daughter of
Dr. Gerhard Herzberg (PhD)—spoke
to the convocation audience gathered
outside for the dedication event at the
University of Saskatchewan.
A-11568

The University of Saskatchewan
marked its 90th anniversary with a
special convocation ceremony and a
historic sod-turning event for Nobel
Plaza 22 years ago.
Held 90 years after the foundation
of the institution on April 3, 1907,
the university awarded nine
honorary doctorates at a ceremony
in Convocation Hall, and honoured
its Nobel Laureate history outside
the doors of what is now the Peter

MacKinnon Building. The sod-turning
event marked the ceremonial start of
construction on the new plaza built
in honour of former University of
Saskatchewan professor Dr. Gerhard
Herzberg (PhD) and USask graduate
Dr. Henry Taube (PhD).
Taube, who passed away in 2005,
earned a Bachelor of Science in
1935 and a master’s in 1937 at the
University of Saskatchewan. The native
of Neudorf, Sask., went on to work at

Stanford University and was awarded
the Nobel Prize in Chemistry in 1983.

with both later receiving honorary
degrees from the university.

Herzberg, who passed away in
1999, escaped Nazi persecution and
emigrated to Canada in 1935 and
spent the next 10 years teaching at
the University of Saskatchewan. He
later moved on to do research in
Ottawa and Chicago and was awarded
the 1971 Nobel Prize in Chemistry.
Interestingly, Taube studied under
Herzberg during his time on campus,

At the Nobel Plaza sod-turning event
in 1997, Herzberg’s daughter, Dr.
Agnes Herzberg (PhD), recounted that
her father often told her that his time
at the University of Saskatchewan
was “the best 10 years of his life.”
Agnes Herzberg earned her master’s
and PhD in mathematics and statistics
at USask and also received an
honorary degree in 2018.

