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ART AS
INSPIRATION
An important collection of Inuit
art, including this piece called
Drum Dancer, recently donated to
the University of Saskatchewan
and now on display in the
Edwards School of Business
is catching the eye of nearly
everyone who passes by. The
donor, who collected the works
over the course of about 40 years,
wants students in particular to
find inspiration in the artwork.
Read the story on Page 9.
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The doctor is out

McBride retires after 40+ years serving students
 LESLEY PORTER

Dr. Bert McBride, long-serving physician with the
Student Health Services.

INSIDE
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Dr. Bert McBride is hanging up
his stethoscope, this time for
good.
The long-serving physician
has been with Student Health
Services since 1973 and will
retire from his position there in
March. He technically took early
retirement in 1997, but decided
to stay on part-time in the clinic.
“Most of that part-time was
close to full-time,” he said with
a chuckle. “I’ve enjoyed working
with young people, and it’s been
rewarding to help students.”
A passion for helping
students achieve their broader
education goals, as well as
mediating
their
medical
maladies, is what kept him on
campus for 42 years.
“Student Health isn’t just
about helping the person’s
stomach get better, or controlling
their acne,” he said. “It’s also about
enabling them to carry on with
their training and education.”

SOCIAL SCIENCE
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McBride graduated from
the College of Medicine in 1963,
and soon moved into a family
medicine practice in Outlook. He
returned to Saskatoon in 1972 as
a research associate in the College
of Medicine before moving into
Student Health in 1973.
In his time working on
campus, he has seen a number of
changes in terms of illnesses and
the social environment.
“When I started at Student
Health, it was not uncommon for
a doctor to see 40 or 50 or more
patients a day,” he said, noting
that acute infectious illnesses
such as colds and coughs were
much more prevalent then than
they are today. “We had flu
epidemics, and there weren’t
big immunization programs so
whenever something like that
came through the community,
we were run off our feet.”
McBride said that mentalhealth services and supports

have increased in demand over
the years, adding that the catalyst
that started Student Health was
the need for psychiatry services
on campus.
“I think there’s less stigma
attached to things like mental
illness,” he said. “People are
more open about coming for
help than they used to be.”
Similarly, the rise of
learning disabilities, such as
attention deficit hyperactivity
disorder (ADHD), have changed
the medical landscape.
“I’ve seen capable students
who got to the point that
they couldn’t complete their
program,” he said, describing a
former patient who was about
to be kicked out of his graduate
program. By diagnosing him
with ADHD and providing
treatment options, McBride was
able to help the student get back
See Keen, Page 2
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Keen interest in grad, international students
From Page 1

on track and finish his PhD.
“To me, that’s a pretty significant thing, because you sort of
rescue somebody’s career. It’s
fulfilling to see somebody, especially somebody who’s had some

health issues, be successful.”
The physical environment
has changed, too. When it was
located in Saskatchewan Hall,
Student Health looked more like
a cozy apartment than a doctor’s
office, complete with cushions
for students to sit on and thick

carpeting in almost every room.
While perhaps more warm and
welcoming, it was not the most
hygienic, said the doctor. “We
would never think of doing that
now. This space (in Place Riel) is
much more sterile and clinical.”
McBride greatly enjoys the

Looking for more
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social aspect of meeting with
patients, both to learn about their
medical history and chat informally about their studies. “I have
always found it interesting talking
to students about their careers
and what their research is.”
And his connection with
patients spans multiple generations. He has some patients
he saw decades ago as children,
when their parents were
attending university, as well as
patients he delivered in Outlook.
They remember him and vice
versa. “I saw them when they
were six years old and now
they’re 26.”
McBride also has a keen
interest in the health and
wellbeing of graduate students,
particularly
international
students who he estimates make
up half of his practice at Student
Health.
“They bring a different set
of concerns,” he said, explaining
that many are not prepared for
the culture shock they experience, both physically and
socially, when they arrive in
Canada. “They have left their
home country. A lot of them
have left their families behind so
there’s the emotional stress that
they need help with.”
Additionally, he has treated
a number of conditions in international students including
leprosy, malaria and tuberculosis that are not typically seen
in Canadian patients.
“It’s been a challenge to learn

the effect of cultural changes on
health.”
While challenging, McBride
finds his work with international
students immensely fulfilling,
and he has made personal
connections with the international community in Saskatoon
as well. He lends his time to
a program that assesses the
skills of international medical
graduates looking to gain
licensure in family medicine in
Saskatchewan, and volunteers
with a community ESL program
helping newcomers with their
English language skills. He is
looking forward to strengthening these mentoring relationships when he retires.
But even when retired from
Student Health, McBride will
remain on campus teaching in
the College of Medicine. “A lot
of what I enjoy about medicine
is teaching,” he said. His firstand second-year classes focus on
developing professional clinical
skills, such as interviewing and
communicating with patients,
a passion and central focus of
his career for more than four
decades.
Lending an empathetic ear
to his patients has made all the
difference in his practice, he
said, and in keeping students
healthy, engaged citizens.
“Students need to know that
the staff at Student Health understand their needs. If anything
dictates how well Student Health
functions, it’s that.” 

stmcollege.ca

STEMfest is a

festival of world-class
conferences, meetings
and events related
to science, technology, engineering and
mathematics, and it is coming to Saskatoon.

Aaron White, research scientist with VIDO-InterVac, has
had his appointment as the Jarislowksy Chair in Biotechnology renewed for a five-year term. The mandate of
the chair is to attract students and faculty to the field
of biotechnology, motivate colleagues, and promote
and support efforts to develop teaching and learning
opportunities in the field. Financial support comes from
the Jarislowsky Trust Fund and other sources.

SEPTEMBER 27 — OCTOBER 3, 2015
PRAIRIELAND PARK TRADE AND CONVENTION CENTRE,
SASKATOON, SK
• 12 international conferences and meetings
• Over 100 exhibitors including displays on robotics, science
experiments, 3D printing, app development and more
• Keynote presentations from astronauts, scientists,
leading engineers, innovators, entrepreneurs and more

Gordon

Patrick Pitka has been appointed chair of the
Board of Governors of St. Thomas More College for
a one-year term that began Jan. 1. Pitka has been
a member of the board since 2010 and works as
chief financial officer for a number of not-for-profit
organizations in Saskatoon.

• Bruce Sparling to the position of interim associate
dean academic in the College of Engineering until
Dec. 31.

• 48-hour game jam

• Trever Crowe renewed
as associate dean in the
College of Graduate
Studies and Research until
December 31, 2019.

• 1200 delegates from 55 countries

OPEN NOW!

DEADLINE APRIL 1, 2015

www.stemstates.org

Pitka

The following appointments have been announced by the Office of the Provost
and Vice-President Academic:

• Interactive workshops and activities

CALL FOR ABSTRACTS

The Saskatchewan Health
White
Research Foundation has
presented John Gordon, professor in the Dept. of
Veterinary Microbiology and co-chair of the Immunology Research Group, with its 2014 achievement
award. The honour recognizes Gordon’s scientific
contributions at the local,
national and international
levels.

• Ken Van Rees as head
of the Department of Soil
Science for a five-year term which began Feb. 1.
Sparling

Crowe

ON CAMPUS NEWS



3

February 6, 2015

Food security for students

Survey explores issues of quality, availability
 KRIS FOSTER
University students and healthy
diets have never been synonymous, but the possibility that
there may be a significant segment
of the student population that is
food insecure has raised some
flags on campus.
One of those concerned at
the possibility was Lynn Kuffner,
manager of Student Health
Services, particularly after she
saw the results of a recent student
health survey.
“The survey revealed that our
students weren’t hitting the mark
when it comes to eating five to 10
servings of fruit and vegetables
per day,” explained Kuffner. “We
want to know if this is choice or
necessity; is it a choice or a matter
of money?”
In her search for more
answers, Kuffner took the
survey results to the Department of Community Health and
Epidemiology and met Rachel
Engler-Stringer, an assistant
professor with a background in
food security and nutritional
inequality.
“It piqued my interest,” said
Engler-Stringer, who proposed a
more comprehensive look at the
issue. “There have been a couple
studies in the U.S. that have
revealed a high prevalence of food
insecurity in student populations,
but nothing in Canada has been
done looking at an entire student
body.”
In a Queen’s University
study, Engler-Stringer continued,
in-depth
interviews
were
conducted with students who

frequented the food bank and
that study revealed “significant
hidden food insecurity. People
only go to food banks out of
desperation and Queen’s is seen
as a privileged university. We
want to know what the situation
is at the U of S.”
The U of S survey, which will
be sent to 4,500 randomly selected
students at the end of February,
will examine four elements of
food security: quantity; nutritional quality; access to food that
maintains human dignity; and
food that is culturally accepted.
“We’re hoping to use the data
to help improve food security on
campus,” said Engler-Stringer.
“Some universities have food
charters and by policy have fruit,
vegetables and protein sources
at reasonable prices. Marquis
Hall does a good job, but lunch is
still $10. I don’t know too many
students who can afford that
everyday.”
Another issue facing the
campus, she explained, is that the
city neighbourhood around the
main campus is “kind of a food
desert. It lacks close geographic
access to a wide range of healthy
food.”
Consider a student who does
not have a car and has a limited
budget for monthly groceries.
“That student probably goes to
the closest grocery store, which
isn’t that close, and buys nonperishable items to limit the number
of trips,” she said. “Vegetables
and fruit are more expensive than
Kraft Dinner.”

And the effects of food
insecurity are significant, said
Kuffner. “This matters on so many
levels. It is about social justice;
no one wants young people to
be hungry. You can’t study well
if you haven’t eaten, and if you
haven’t studied then you aren’t
doing well academically.”
Lack of nutrition is linked
to various health and social
problems across the lifespan,
added Engler-Stringer. “Being a
student struggling with this is not
conducive to a good student experience. They are aspiring to fulfill
important roles in society and we
need to support them.”
The U of S survey is the
first step, and initial results
will likely be available this
summer, Engler-Stringer said.
Other Canadian universities,
including Acadia University,
Queen’s and the University of
Alberta, plan to follow the U of S
lead and survey their students.
“We are testing the waters and
will share our lessons learned
with those universities.”
Kuffner said that getting a
full view of the food insecurity
picture will help determine if
current services on campus—
including a food bank, fruit and
vegetable markets and cooking
classes—can adequately support
students who are food insecure or
if more support is required.
If the issue cannot be solved
with current resources, EnglerStringer said, “the question
becomes how do we make being
a student more affordable.” 

Rachel Engler-Stringer, left, and Lynn Kuffner.



KRIS FOSTER

from the archives

Young and fancy free

Art meets science,
and vice versa
 COLLEEN MACPHERSON
It has been said that while
cooking is an art, baking is
a science, but maybe each
contains elements of the other.
Maybe there is no distinct line
between the two.
It is an idea that will be
explored in a new first-year
class being offered this fall in

DesBrisay

the College of Arts and Science.
The Art and Science of Almost
Everything will be a discipline
sampler for students, explained
Gordon DesBrisay, “a way to
introduce discipline options by
demonstrating them.”
In its first offering, the
course will explore the topic of
beauty “although it could just as
easily have been fire, or light or
disease.” Nine faculty members
from a range of disciplines—
astronomy, biology, psychology,
art history, English, computer
science and so on—will each do
a unit consisting of two lectures
about what beauty looks like to
them.
“This course has been years
in the making,” said DesBrisay.
“It’s tied to curriculum renewal
and really came from our
first-year curriculum renewal
committee. Our curriculum is

one of the most Byzantine on
Earth, but the diversity of our
programs also means it’s full of
rich opportunities, and renewal
is about unleashing the opportunities we have. This course
reflects who we are as a college.”
There were some particular challenges in setting up the
course, he said. It will be open
to students with fewer than 30
credits and will be taught as one
large section in this fall’s pilot.
It will be writing intensive but
also include discussion groups.
Each of the nine units will have
an assignment devised in such
a way that it can be marked
by a team of teaching assistants who will remain constant
throughout the course.
Deciding where The Art
and Science of Almost EverySee Faculty, Page 11

HAYES, UNIVERSITY LIBRARY,
 PATRICK
UNIVERSITY ARCHIVES AND SPECIAL COLLECTIONS



SHEAF, SEPT. 13,
1966, PAGE 11

From the first day of classes in 1909, those who work and study
at the university have been a much coveted market. Retailers,
manufacturers and recruiters have all advertised in the pages of
campus publications. From clothing to entertainment, from school
supplies to that cherished graduation photograph, the pursuit of the
customer has been continual. One advertising target has been “the
dashing young man about town.” Here is an ad that appeared in the
Sheaf on September 13, 1966. Kim’s of England was a men’s clothing
store that sought to bring the style of London (swingingest place in
the world) to Saskatoon. Like many retailers, Kim’s offered a
student discount. 
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EDITOR’S NOTE

The little meme
that could
Something quite extraordinary happened over the past week or so
in the usually calm and quiet offices of university communications,
which is also home to On Campus News world headquarters.
You may recall that the cover image in our last issue featured
two PhD students hamming it up in front of a research poster
featuring Canadian actor, director, screenwriter, musician and
businessman Ryan Gosling. The poster detailed Sarah Sangster and
Linzi Williamson’s look at how Internet memes influence feminist
beliefs and attitudes. And their meme of choice for their study was
Gosling’s “Hey girl” one.
Some of our best story ideas for OCN are found on bulletin
boards around campus, and this was no exception. When the
poster was spotted in a hallway, writer Lesley Porter sought out and
interviewed Sangster and Williamson about their work. The result
was a great story about young and creative researchers, plus a photo
with Gosling’s mug front and centre for Page 1 of the paper. Who
wouldn’t want to see Gosling somehow connected to the University
of Saskatchewan?
The issue came out Jan. 23 and communications staff went to
work pitching the story to select media outlets. It was posted on our
news site, on the U of S Facebook page with the headline “Going
gaga for Gosling,” and tweeted to world.
By Jan. 30, the story was everywhere. It had been picked up by,
among others, the StarPhoenix, CBC, National Post, Vancouver Sun,
Toronto Sun, The Independent, Huffington Post, Hollywood Reporter
and assorted website around the world, some in languages nobody
even recognized. Our two PhD students did a lot of media interviews in the days following the release.
(We always thought we got our best pick up on stories that
include photos of lambs in leg casts or a bunch of beagles named for
Peanuts characters, but apparently the key is to use the image of a
heartthrob. Who knew?)
As I was scanning the various versions of the Gosling meme
story, I came across a piece in the Jan. 28 issue of The Washington
Post. That story, written by Caitlin Dewey, stated that Sangster and
Williamson’s meme research “was first reported by Canada’s CBC.”
Wrong.
How quickly people have forgotten that the whole thing started
right here, in On Campus News. Frankly, it’s quite a treat to scoop
the world with a biweekly in-house publication.
And no, I did not write a letter to the editor of The Washington
Post correcting the misinformation in their story. It’s really not that
important. What is important is that great news from the University of Saskatchewan is spreading around the world. 
Ed
SCIENCECARTOONSPLUS.COM
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Unverricht conducts
for silent movie showing
 LANA HAIGHT
Brian Unverricht is preparing
to be the ringmaster for a threering circus, but the performance
won’t include lions and trapeze
artists.
Unverricht, a sessional
lecturer in the University of
Saskatchewan’s Department of
Music, will be conducting the
Saskatoon Symphony Orchestra
as well as pianist Rick Friend of
Los Angeles during the showing
of the silent movie Safety Last!
Feb. 7 at the Roxy Theatre. It is
part of the symphony’s Silence is
Golden series.
“It’s a much different kind
of conducting,” said Unverricht, motioning with his hand.
“Everything is tied to the action
on the screen. Most musicians
and conductors like to play with
the music and be expressive. This

Brian Unverricht, music lecturer and SSO conductor.

has to be very precise. Tick. Tick.
Tick.”
A retired high school
band teacher, Unverricht plays
trombone with the symphony
orchestra and has conducted the
orchestra for several of its Silence
is Golden performances over the
past few years.
The trick to conducting an
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orchestra during a silent movie is
to know the movie inside and out,
he explained. In preparing for
the Feb. 7 performances, Unverricht has watched the 75-minute
movie more than a dozen times.
And he’s watched certain scenes
over and over again.
See Interpretation, Page 11

ON CAMPUS NEWS



5

February 6, 2015



Jennifer Poudrier and Ulrich Teucher at the Canadian Light Source.

MARK FERGUSON/CLS

Social science at the source
 DEE HOBSBAWN-SMITH

Metaphor and science may with “no language to adequately ask questions. Speak with the
seem like odd bedfellows, but communicate about his illness.”
scientists. Find how they feel
to the first-ever social scientists
Years
later,
Teucher’s about work, about collaboration.
in residence at the Canadian doctoral studies would combine I’d like to interview them about
Light Source (CLS), the two are his
pediatric
cancer-ward what they like about the science
completely compatible.
nursing experience with litera- they are doing.
Psychologist
Ulrich ture and psychology in a disserta“Such huge machines and
Teucher and sociologist Jennifer tion on cancer metaphors. “This the smallest particles,” he said
Poudrier, both associate profes- is the language we use when we in amazement. “Some sciensors in the College of Arts and talk about cancer, the language tists meet these experiments
Science, moved their offices to my father was missing,” he said.
with awe.”
the CLS at the start of January
Working with the light
to begin residencies that will source’s scientists and guests
Jennifer Poudrier
last until June.
from around the world will help Jennifer Poudrier is a socioloAs social scientists, their Teucher address many questions gist trained at the PhD level in
interest in the CLS is as a unique about scientists working together communication
information
society of researchers brought in large research facilities.
technology: the way informatogether from around the
tion and knowledge are
world. For six months,
shaped by or shape society.
One metaphor that
Poudrier and Teucher will
Her interest is in looking
work closely with scientists
at the ways society and
interests me, especially in
to gain insight into their
science
interact—how
the context of the Canadian scientific facts are social
relationships to one another
and to their work. When
enterprises. Through her
Light Source, is around
they have finished, they
research, she also hopes
laboratory light. I’ll be
will explore ways of sharing
to “humanize” the hard
their results with the CLS
science work undertaken at
shining a light on what is
researchers and the greater
the CLS.
happening in the lab.
scientific community.
“The work of a socioloA pair of $7,500
gist is to show how humans
Jennifer Poudrier
research
grants
from
and society work at a
the U of S Office of the
problem,” she said, “and
Vice-President Research will
“It is not so easy for usually to illustrate that (scientists are)
aid Teucher and Poudrier in competitive scientists to work people doing scientific work and
their projects, while the college’s in groups. As collaborators, that it is a social process. Despite
Division of Social Sciences will guest scientists, host scientists, common conceptions, scientific
cover the cost of releasing them technicians and directors, all work is really messy, not just
from teaching duties until the must agree on what and how scientists in tidy labs and lab
summer.
things are to be done. It is an coats. A lab is full of messy social
interesting challenge: how does elements, like people, politics,
Ulrich Teucher
that work, how do people get hierarchy—everything that is
Teucher, whose father was a organized? How do outsiders social.”
German physicist, grew up at collaborate with insiders? How
Poudrier is also interested
the nexus of science and art. As a do insiders deal with outsiders? in looking at the relationship
child, he heard about elementary I would expect that host scien- between humans and machines.
particles and other aspects of his tists would have different
“Humans build machines,
father’s work at the University of answers than a guest researcher but when they are working with
Chicago and at DESY, Germany’s from the College of Medicine or it, the machine shapes their interfirst synchrotron in Hamburg.
another discipline.”
actions and behaviors. When the
“Dad
read
literature,
The CLS residency resonates beamline (at CLS) goes up, it runs
German and English, Shake- for Teucher on a personal level for 24 hours and people have to
speare and Goethe,” Teucher as well. “It adds a nice circle to stay overnight, so the maintesaid. “I grew up in an interdisci- my life,” he said. “It will be inter- nance of the machine requires
plinary household, with sciences esting for me to look at my dad humans to change their activities.
and arts as part of the talk.” His from that perspective, that of his (You may) think of it as a pristine
father died young, of cancer, work. I would like to do surveys, white coat sci-fi place, but it looks

like a manufacturing garage,
with tinfoil covering machines,
and things under construction.
It’s clear that human activity
takes place there.”
Like Teucher, Poudrier is
fascinated by the metaphors
people use for science. “One
metaphor that interests me,

especially in the context of the
Canadian Light Source, is around
laboratory light. I’ll be shining a
light on what is happening in the
lab, which uses light to look at
minute and specific specimens.
We’re all learning to see.” 
dee Hobsbawn-Smith is a
Saskatoon-based freelance writer.

The Gail Appel Lectureship in Literature and Fine Arts

Experimental throat singer
and 2014 Polaris Prize winner

Tanya
Tagaq
Protest
Without
Words: Art
As Activism
Lecture & coffee
1:30 p.m.
Neatby-Timlin Theatre
(Arts 241)

the Long
roAd thAt
KeePs going:
my story
Conversation with
Leisha Grebinski, host of
Saskatoon Morning on
CBC Radio One
7:30 p.m.
Convocation Hall (Peter
MacKinnon Building)
artsandscience.usask.ca
(306) 966-7893
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Baking the
ultimate test
for wheat
 MICHAEL ROBIN
“Gluten is what makes wheat
wonderful,” said Connie Briggs,
research officer and co-manager
of the Grains Innovation Laboratory located just across Preston
Avenue from the main University of Saskatchewan campus.
Briggs continues on the
subject of wheat and the importance of gluten as she shows
a visitor around the labs. She
bristles at the bad rap gluten has
received in the media. Health
Canada estimates about one
in 100 Canadians with celiac
disease cannot digest gluten
and some American sources
estimate about six per cent of
people live with non-celiac
gluten sensitivities. But for the
majority of people, Briggs said
gluten is perfectly fine.
“I might be a little passionate
on the gluten thing.”
Gluten is found in wheat,
barley, rye and related grains.
It allows dough to expand by
trapping gases produced by
the yeast, producing bread of
high volume with soft, springy
texture, she explained, and it is
just one of the things Briggs and
her colleagues test for the university’s wheat and durum breeders.
In the lab, wheat samples
are ground to meal and milled to
flour to produce data on everything from mineral and protein

content to final product performance. New wheat varieties
must perform as well or better
than registered varieties in a
wide range of tests before they
can be considered for registration with the Canadian Food
Inspection Agency.
The
“breeder
lines”
produced by U of S scientists
and tested in the lab number
in the thousands. Briggs said
in the winter of 2013-2014, the
lab evaluated more than 13,000
samples from three classes of
wheat.
On one lab bench, a steel
wheel turns behind a clear
plastic shield, its single notch
picking up one grain of wheat at
a time, feeding it to a piston that
crushes it. A technician carefully
notes the numbers that appear
on a display, a measurement of
the hardness of the grain.
“Hardness is an important
factor for milling and baking,”
Briggs explained. “If the wheat
grain is too hard, some of the
starch granules can rupture
during milling. Flour with a
lot of damaged starch tends to
absorb more water. In bread
dough mixing and baking,
the damaged starch cannot
retain the water, and the dough
becomes sticky and the bread
gummy—not good when it

Connie Briggs, research officer, co-manager of the Grain Innovation Laboratory and bread baker.

comes to baking quality.”
Flour is also tested for gluten.
Technician Vinh Tang works
with small, sticky balls of gluten
produced by washing starch out
of flour dough, testing them for
elasticity and strength. Not all
gluten is the same; depending
on its characteristics, it may be
better suited for use in making
bread, cookies and cakes, or flatbreads, pastas and noodles.
At another lab station, a
machine is used to evaluate
dough-mixing characteristics.
Here, Briggs compares graph
information about various wheat
varieties looking for characteristics that indicate mixing strength
ideal for bread baking.
Canadian red spring wheat
yields a near-perfect curve
on the graph, showing good
strength and mixing tolerance,
not surprising, as this type of
wheat is well known around the
world for its quality. An extra
strong variety of wheat is true to
its name; the curve does not fall
off at all.
“Its gluten is way too

Clean Energy 2015
Organized by the International Association of Hydrogen
Energy, Asia Pacific Society for Solar and Hybrid
Technologies, University of Miami Clean Energy Research
Institute, and the University of Saskatchewan.

SEPTEMBER 27 — OCTOBER 1, 2015
Prairieland Park Trade and Convention Centre,

www.icce2015.net
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tation cabinet, a warm compartment beside the oven where the
dough is allowed to proof or
ferment. After a short time, the
dough is formed into a loaf using
special small-size equipment,
proofed again and finally baked.
Depending on the number
of samples being tested, the
process can keep Briggs on her
feet working and recording data
non-stop from 9 am to 5 pm, an
ordeal that is not kind to her feet.
Baking day is, however, popular
with her colleagues.
“At the end of a bake day,
I slice up a bunch of bread and
wheel it out into the hall with
some margarine, peanut butter
and jam. People come from
all over the building for their
afternoon snack.” 

The Aboriginal Students’ Centre hosted a student awards ceremony
Feb. 5 to acknowledge the accomplishments of Aboriginal students
across campus during Aboriginal Achievement Week. Outstanding
students from each college were recognized for having excelled at
their studies, conducted unique and compelling research, showed
leadership or made significant contributions to the community.
Below are the student award winners and the category of the
recognition.

academic achievement

Call for Abstracts

MICHAEL ROBIN

Aboriginal student
achievements awarded

COLLEGE OF ARTS AND SCIENCE:

SASKATOON, SK

ISSN 0360-3199 :
International Journal
on Hydrogen Energy

strong,” Briggs said. “The bread
won’t be able to rise properly and
loaf volume will be low.”
Briggs herself runs the
baking test section, which
includes lab-scale dough-mixing
equipment that produces one
small piece of dough at a time
for baking. The final test loaf
is about half the size of a storebought version.
“When mixing the dough,
I can tell when the dough is at
peak development because it
snaps like gum; you can hear it.”
Briggs said.
Every step in the testing
must be consistent, since
handling the dough changes its
characteristics. Briggs kneads
each ball of dough seven times
before putting it into the fermen-



ABORIGINAL STUDENT
ACHIEVEMENT PROGRAM:

Connor Theoret,

COLLEGE OF GRADUATE STUDIES
AND RESEARCH:

Blake Charles, community
Donald Bear, leadership
COLLEGE OF LAW:

Lorne Fagnan, community
Lorretta Markowski, leadership
COLLEGE OF MEDICINE:

Lisa Langan, Victory Harper,
Monica Iron, Michaella Shannon,
Enola Frank, Raylene Keshane,
Milo Cameron, Naomi Muskego
and Lisa Borstmayer, leadership

Karissa Brabant, leadership
Joshua Butcher, leadership

EDWARDS SCHOOL OF BUSINESS:

Ronalda Johnson, Denise Huet,
Erica Martin and Tenneille
Esperance, research

Marsha Janvier,

academic achievement
Nora Joyea,

COLLEGE OF NURSING:

Danielle Stilborn,

academic achievement

academic achievement

COLLEGE OF PHARMACY
AND NUTRITION:

COLLEGE OF EDUCATION:

Dallas Odgers,

Ashley Ironstand, academic
achievement and leadership
Samson Lamontagne, leadership

academic achievement
Kirsten Sweet,
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Send in the drones

NEW TO

US

 KRIS FOSTER

Tiny helicopters flying over crop
fields may become a common
sight thanks to a research partnership between the U of S and a
Saskatoon-based company.
Drones outfitted with a
specialized camera will enable
agriculture producers to get
real-time
information
on
the health of their crops and
improve management practices,
explained
Gordon
Gray,
professor in the College of Agriculture and Bioresources. Gray
has a background in photosynthetic florescence imaging of
plants, and all it took was a phone
call from Draganfly Innovations
Inc. last year for the idea of using
drones or unmanned aerial
vehicles (UAVs) for imaging to
take flight.
Draganfly specializes in
drone technology and turned to
Gray for his expertise in plant
imaging. “They said they wanted
to meet and explore the potential
of imaging crops with these
drone helicopters,” he said.
The drones, which are small
enough to fit in a suitcase when
unassembled, were outfitted
with a camera “capable of
capturing multispectral images,”
Gray explained. “Essentially, it
measures the reflection of leaves
and vegetation in the fields it
flies over.”
All plants absorb and reflect
light, Gray continued, and by
capturing the reflection data,
a value called the normalized
difference vegetation index
(NDVI) can be calculated. The
images are then analyzed with

Bettina
Spreng
Gordon Gray, professor of plant sciences.

software that assigns colours to
the values, making the NDVI
an effective indicator of plant
health.
“If the image is bright green,
then the plants are healthy.
As the intensity of the colour
decreases, then the plants are not
growing as well,” said Gray, who
used an NSERC Engage Grant to
pursue the research partnership.
And while the use of this type
of imaging is not novel, using
drones to gather it is.
“Typically this has been
done in the past using satellites
or aircrafts,” he said, but those
platforms are far too expensive
for the average producer. The
drones, in comparison, are far
less expensive and can also be
used at low altitudes—less than
400 feet above ground—which
allows them to capture images
below cloud cover.
Compared to the old ways
of collecting this information,



SUBMITTED

Bettina Spreng was growing unsure of her choice of linguistics as a major
at the Universität Stuttgart when she took a course on a northern Canadian
Aboriginal language that reignited her passion for the field.
“Inuktitut was so very different from what I thought I knew about language
up to then,” she said. “I saw how languages can do things differently, in a
way I had not noticed before, and that’s been fascinating me ever since.”
An assistant professor in the Department of Religion and Culture, Spreng
explained that human creativity has yielded numerous ways of expressing ideas.
“Language is a unique property of the human mind,” she said. “Communication exists with everything, but language with a grammar and the ability to
create an infinite number of sentences is unique to us.”
Spreng said that while an English speaker expresses ideas with sentences
made of words, a speaker of Inuktitut builds long words instead.
“In English, … our complex words are not terribly complex, consisting of
only a couple of elements,” she said, “In Inuktitut, a word can have 25 or
more elements.”

Up, up and away
The Draganfly-built drones
have been used for numerous
tasks, most notably, in 2013,
to find a missing person in the
nearby wilderness of Saskatoon
following a car accident. The
drone used heat-sensing
technology to locate the man. It
was one of the first times a drone
was used to save a life. This past
fall, the Draganfly UAV was added
to the Smithsonian National Air
and Space Museum’s permanent
exhibit in Virginia.

See Crop, Page 8

Spreng taught at the University of Toronto while working on her PhD, which
she completed in 2012. She joined the U of S on a term position in 2013 to
continue her research and teach. She said while the language program is
small, it is vibrant and growing.
“What I love about it here is the students are so engaged. I’m very proud of
the students here. They make my life a lot of fun.”
As a scholar of Aboriginal languages, Spreng hopes to be able to contribute
to fostering education on the subject, and thus further a priority area for
the U of S.
“I’m interested in working on under-studied or lesser-studied languages.
We know so little about them and many are going to be extinct soon unless
more research and of course money is put into language preservation and
revitalization efforts.
“I’d love to create a course purely on introducing Aboriginal languages.
Definitely, it’s something we want to expand toward.” 

Lecture Series

at the College of Law

GUEST SPEAKER

GUEST SPEAKER

KIM PATE, C.M.
ARIEL F. SALLOWS CHAIR IN HUMAN RIGHTS

Prisons are not treatment centres: the
human rights travesties of criminalizing
those with mental health issues
MONDAY, FEB. 9, 2015

12pm (noon)
RM 150, MLT LECTURE THEATRE
15 Campus Drive
College of Law,
University of Saskatchewan

DAVID MILGAARD
MOTIVATIONAL SPEAKER & AUTHOR OF RABBIT’S PAW

Preventing and Addressing
Wrongful Conviction
WEDNESDAY, FEB. 11, 2015

1:00 pm
RM 150, MLT LECTURE THEATRE
15 Campus Drive
College of Law,
University of Saskatchewan

law.usask.ca
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From the heart

Poets’ letters include tirades, humour, longing
 COLLEEN MACPHERSON
Marguerite. Dear F. My
own beloved. Dear Mentor/
Tormentor. Dear loving Spirit.
Thus begin just a handful of
the often touching, sometimes
poignant and occasionally
surprising
letters
brought
together in a new book entitled
Where the Nights are Twice as
Long: Love Letters of Canadian
Poets. For co-editor Jeanette
Lynes, English professor and
co-ordinator of the MFA in
writing program at the U of S,
the new book proves that while
some things change—using
email to send letters rather than
paper—the joy, and sometimes
pain, of love is constant.
The book, published by
Goose Lane Editions, includes
romantic correspondence by
over 100 poets, some who
lived as far back as the 19th
century, some just beginning
their careers today and those in
between. It was the brainchild
of her co-editor David Eso from
the University of Calgary, said
Lynes. He approached her about
co-editing three years ago after
a potential publisher “told him
he should team up with—this is
the part I don’t like—someone
older.”
What he should have said
was someone more established;
Lynes’ seventh book of poetry
will be out in the fall, she is
looking for a publisher for her
second novel, and there is yet

another manuscript—“my other
novel”—sitting on a side table in
her office.
Goose Lane asked the
editors to include a broad historical span of poets, she explained.
For those no longer alive, Lynes
and Eso drew up a list of people
they could potentially include
“and then we went looking for
their papers. We spent a lot of
time digging through boxes in
various archives.” For contemporary poets, “as often as not
they’re people we already knew
in our networks. It turned out
well being a two-person project
because David has a different
network than I do.”
What Lynes and Eso were
looking for was personal correspondence between poets and
their lovers and spouses. “The
publisher also thought it was
important that the book reflect
a range of relationships, male
with male, female with female,
transgendered poets, male with
female, outside of the white
paradigm. Someone even had a
love poem to a burrito, but we
didn’t use it.”
With permissions in hand,
Lynes and Eso organized the
letters in the 417-page book by
the age of the poet at the time
of writing: teens and 20s; 30s;
40s; 50s; and finally 60s, 70s
and beyond. And to be true to
the authors’ intent, letters with
doodles include the doodles,

Jeanette Lynes, English professor and co-ordinator
of the MFA in writing program at the U of S.

work by a visual poet is accurately reproduced, and email
and
text
correspondence
appears at it would on a screen.
Although Lynes had difficulty naming her favorite
letter in the book, she pointed
out several that touched her
in different ways. The most
moving, she said, were letters
written by Louis Riel to his wife
from prison in Regina in late

On Campus to
Serve You Better



COLLEEN MACPHERSON

1885 as he awaited execution.
Lynes described one in particular as “a heartbreaker.”
Among the strong contingent of Saskatchewan poets
featured in the book are two
writers, the youngest to be
included, who met in a class at
the U of S. One is in the MFA in
writing program; the other is a
recent visual arts graduate. “It’s
a kind of U of S romance,” said
Lynes.
And although the book is a
collection of love letters, “there
are a lot of tirades and tantrums,
and a lot of blue language, F
bombs. There’s a lot of remorse,
a lot of acrimonious bitterness
but also a lot of hilarity—the
whole gamut. Robert Service,
his letters are really melodramatic.”

This all points to one
universal truth: relationships
are complex.
“In some cases, it was
almost like the poet was using
writing to make sense of their
choices, to address some guilt.
One of the lessons I learned is
that for these poets—and I don’t
think they’re different than
anyone else in this—even after a
relationship had ended, it’s not
like they could turn off a switch
and not love that person.”
The book also documents
the history of letter writing, said
Lynes.
“I think it meant something
different to write a letter with
a pen, put it in an envelope,
seal it and walk to mail it, and
maybe the person would get
it in two weeks. If it’s transatlantic, they might not get it
for three months. Email has a
much different rhythm. And the
young writers from Saskatoon,
theirs are text messages so that’s
the other end of the spectrum.
“But what really struck me
… is the geographical space of
Canada, that one person in the
relationship is in Victoria and
the other person is longing,
longing over 3,000 miles for
another person in Montreal.
That aching longing that
comes with huge geographical
distances seemed like a very
Canadian, romantic discourse
to me. In a way, all of this
discourse is mediated by the
physical conditions of this
country, which is still not easy
to traverse. Even with email, if
the people are far apart, there is
still plenty of longing.”
Where the Nights are
Twice as Long: Love Letters of
Canadian Poets will be launched
March 12 at McNally-Robinson
Booksellers. 

Crop management tool
From Page 8

Professional Printing and
Graphic Design Services
at a Competitive Price.

Printing Services

Ask us about our document
development and storage solutions

at 306-966-6639 or

printing.services@usask.ca

usask.ca/printing_services

Gray said the remote-controlled
helicopters are, other than
some Transport Canada paper
work, much more accessible for
producers who want this data.
“The images from above are
quite striking, and we know from
our field tests we performed this
past summer with colleagues in
the Department of Plant Sciences
and Crop Development Centre
that they can collect meaningful
data.”
To use the technology,
producers would purchase a
drone equipped with an imaging
camera, map its path using GPS
co-ordinates and send it on its
way. The resulting images would
provide detailed information on

plant health, growth and yield.
“We know the images can
be used to differentiate crops.
When we tested them on representative cereal, pulse and horticultural crops we could detect
differences in irrigation, fertilization and disease,” said Gray.
This type of imaging is an
enabling technology for a crop
management concept known
as precision agriculture, he
continued. It allows producers
to determine if, when and where
inputs are required.
“The ability to better target
inputs has the potential to
enhance both the economic
efficiency and environmental
sustainability
of
agricultural production, ultimately
improving food security.” 

ON CAMPUS NEWS
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Inuit artists’ creativity a lesson for
Edwards students
 JESSICA ELFAR
You would not typically associate
a business school with fine art,
but Sam Schwartz saw a fitting
connection.
Schwartz, a 1950 graduate of
the College of Commerce (now
the Edwards School of Business),
has made the largest Inuit and
First Nations sculpture donation
in the university’s history in
the hope the work will inspire
students in the school. The
donation was made in memory
of his wife and avid art collector,
Margaret Lois Schwartz.
The collection of nearly
100 pieces, which includes
Inuit sculptures, Alaskan ivory
carvings and north-west coast
figures made from argillite, a
black slate stone indigenous
to Haida Gwaii, BC, had been
carefully acquired by the couple
over a span of nearly 40 years,
Schwartz explained. Margaret
was the driving force behind
the collection and as a nurse
and artist with a great interest
in human and animal anatomy,
he said she was impressed with
the beauty and realism of Inuit
art, and how faithfully the artists
would execute their carvings.
While acquiring the collection, one important characteristic to the couple was that most
pieces were handcrafted no later
than the mid-1900s, Schwartz
said.
“In doing so, we recognized
we were looking at carvings that
must have required extraordinary creativity and dedication by
the artist. As there was no electric
power in the North during the
time they were created, people
had to remain indoors, their
lighting by lamps, likely fueled
with whale oil. In that dim light,
they would take a block of stone
and study it, and suddenly see
in that block the figure that had
been trapped inside. It might
be an animal or a shaman—the

Waer
Susan

(306) 230-8703

SUSAN

JENNIFER

With my personal assistant,
Jennifer, our team approach is
unbeatable and provides you
with added support, experience,
resources, and exposure.

Saskatoon’s #1 Team.

mission of the artist was to free it
from its surroundings.”
Schwartz saw this process
of discovering a piece’s potential
as the most intriguing aspect of
the artists’ work, and he wants
students in the Edwards School
of Business who view the art to
be encouraged in their own lives.
“I recognized that these were
pieces by people working under

company’s reach across Europe
and in Libya. Before retiring in
1988, he concluded his career as
an executive vice-president of
Conoco and as a senior vice-president of DuPont. Now, Schwartz
said, it is time to give back.
Daphne Taras, dean of the
Edwards School of Business,
is thrilled that her students
will benefit from the donation,

chairs where business students
spend time studying and socializing. “I wanted students to be
sitting among the art, so that
it’s alive within the building.
Now, students sit within a foot
or two of what is among the most
beautiful art in Canada,” she
said.
Schwartz said the placement
fits perfectly with his vision and

Part of the Schwartz donation on display in the Edwards School of Business atrium.

considerable disadvantage and
hardship. They demonstrated
creativity and dedication.”
A native of Moose Jaw,
Schwartz originally enrolled in
the College of Arts and Science to
pursue a BA in chemistry. Once
completed, he changed direction
to realize his true passion—
economics—and switched to
commerce where he completed
his second undergraduate degree.
Since then, he has had a
successful career with the energy
company Conoco in a variety of
roles, including leading international operations to expand the

and said it helps reinforce the
relationship between business
and art. “It’s completely appropriate for a business school to
celebrate artistry.” She added the
placement of the collection in a
well-lit atrium on the main floor
of the college will help motivate
students in their studies.
“The art inspired us to turn
what was a very rundown but
beautiful atrium … into a living
gallery,” Taras said. Renovations
to the space included installing
large, glass display cubes placed
intermittently
through
the
atrium between new lounge

218 Horlick Cres $1,049,900
Built in 2000 this stunning 3,426sq/
ft, walk-out bungalow is located in
desirable Arbor Creek backing onto the
green belt. This home features grand
foyer, spacious open concept living/
Dining, Chefs Kitchen, abundance of
custom kitchen cabinets, granite counter tops, SS appliances wine fridge
and skylight, 4 bed & 3 bath Notable features include: wired-in surround
sound, 2 gas fireplaces, double attached gare, A/C, C/V, New Shingles
UGS beautiful landscaped yard and much more. A MUST SEE!

319-918 Heritage View $429,900
Spacious condo with a fabulous view
of the golf course in desirable
Kingswood Manor. 2 bed, 2 bath
& den. Hardwood floor throughout
main living area., kitchen includes
maple cabinets, tile backsplash and
island. Terrace door leads to an expansive balcony. Large windows
throughout. Spacious master bedroom with walk-in closet & 3pc
ensuite. Notable extras: In suite laundry, a/c, c/vac, 2 parking stalls
(1underground/1surface). All appliances included.

More pictures and info www.susank.ca
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is pleased with his decision to
donate the collection to his alma
mater rather than a museum
because he wanted visitors to
have more interaction with the
art. “I wanted something inspirational for students that they
could see without the reverence
of a museum.”
Kent Archer, director and
curator for the U of S art galleries,
said the university’s collection
did not contain anything that

would rival this donation but
the artworks complement the
university collection nicely.
“This donation develops
our Inuit and First Nations art
collections considerably, in both
breadth and scope. It contributes important examples of
north-west coast art previously
not represented in the university collection.” He added the
argillite and ivory pieces are
particularly interesting as they
are unique examples of work.
Because of the distinctive
nature and scope of the collection, Archer worked with independent curator Norman Zepp
in the acquisition process. Zepp
and Archer visited Schwartz in
Naples, Florida to assess and
catalogue the collection and were
both immediately intrigued.
Zepp, who was previously the
curator of Inuit art at the Art
Gallery of Ontario in Toronto,
noted it is “a first-rate collection with very fine examples of
sculptures by best-known Inuit
artists, and some of their finest
examples.”
The majority of the artworks
are on display and there are plans
to rotate in other pieces at regular
intervals. Schwartz’ personal
favourite—Drum
Dancer—is
a carving of a shaman. The
piece, he said, is fitting for those
looking to achieve more as it
represents maximum effort.
“Seek the counsel of this piece. If
you want stimulation to do more
… you just look up at him!”
Schwartz will be honoured
at the official collection launch
this spring. 
Jessica Elfar is development
communications specialist in
Advancement and Community
Engagement.

UNIVERSITY COUNCIL

election
M E M B E R S - AT - L A R G E

An election of members-at-large to University Council will be
held to replace those members whose terms on the current
council expire on June 30, 2015 and any other vacancies that have
arisen this term. University Council is responsible for overseeing
and directing the university’s academic affairs. Your participation
by standing for election is essential to the continuing good
governance of the university.
If you are a full-time faculty member and wish to stand as a
candidate for election to University Council or if you would like
further information, contact the Office of the University Secretary at
306-966-4632 or visit the Council website at usask.ca/secretariat/
governing-bodies/council/elections.php
All members of University Council whose terms expire on
June 30, 2015 are eligible for re-election.

The deadline for submitting your nomination to
stand for council is Friday, February 13, 2015.
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Coming Events


Conferences

Ignite
Ignite: A USask Student Leadership
Conference takes place Feb. 28 from 8:30
am-5 pm. The event includes speakers and
collaborative workshops. The conference
is organized by students for students. For
information email SLCinfo@usask.ca

Education Conferences
• WestCAST (Western Canadian Association for Student Teaching) 2015 Feb.
19-20 in the College of Education brings
together a diverse audience of educators
to share achievements in student
teaching. For more information visit
westcast2015.usask.ca/index.php
• 2015 Think Indigenous: Inspiring Change
through Indigenous Education Practices
and Knowledges takes place March
18-20 in the College of Education and
offers educators the opportunity to
enhance their Indigenous knowledge.
For additional information consult thinkindigenous.usask.ca/

Leadership Conference
The Edwards School of Business presents
the 2015 Leadership Conference: Sustainable Leadership – From Cliché to Crucial
at TCU Place March 18. The conference will
showcase Saskatchewan leaders’ knowledge and expertise, as well as celebrate
Canadian perspectives and practices on
sustainable leadership. Keynote speakers
include Amanda Lang, senior business
correspondent with CBC News and author
of The Power of Why; Emechete Onuoha,
vice-resident of Global Government
Affairs, Xerox Canada; and Jim Hopson,
president and CEO of the Saskatchewan
Roughriders. More information and early
registration are available at leadershipconference.usask.ca

2015 Winter Refresher
St. Andrew’s College presents its annual
Winter Refresher March 5-7 with the theme
The Holy Spirit and the Environmental
Crisis. The guest speaker is Mark Wallace,
professor of religion and interpretation
theory co-ordinator at Swarthmore College,
Swarthmore, Pennsylvania. More information, including a Winter Refresher 2015
brochure and tentative schedule for download, is available at the St. Andrew’s College
website at standrews.ca or by contacting
the college office at 306-966-8970.



Courses/Workshops

Rethink Research
The Rethink Research: University of
Saskatchewan Research Intensification
Series takes place March 4 and 5 at various
locations on campus. This event
is intended to provide multiple opportunities for social science researchers to
learn from, and interact with, respected
international research leaders within and
beyond the social sciences. Researchers
will learn about cutting edge research
programs and research methods. For
details and workshop registration, visit
ssrl.usask.ca/events/

Gwenna Moss Centre Courses
For more details and to register go to usask.
ca/gmcte/events or call 306-966-2231
• Feb. 9, 1:30-4 pm, The Inclusive
Classroom: Fostering Accessibility for
Students with Disabilities with Jennifer
Amy, Jacqueline Andre, Brenda Beaudry,
Eldeen Kabatoff and Sandy Stotz
• Feb. 11, 1-4 pm, Anti-oppression Indigenous Voices Workshop with Sheelah
McLean
• Feb. 24, 9-noon, We Are All Treaty People
with Lyndon Linklater (NOTE: There is an
online learning module that accompanies this gathering. Please register
by Feb. 17. Participants will be given
access to the module in advance of the
gathering.)
• Feb. 27, noon-1 pm, Critical Incidents
in Teaching and Learning with Noura
Sheikhalzoor

• March 4, 1:30-3 pm, How to Jump Start
Your Curriculum Innovation with Susan
Bens, Carolyn Hoessler and Sheryl Mills
• March 12, 1-4:30 pm, Winter Course
Design Institute with Wenona Partridge
and Barb Schindelka. Applications for
this course are due by Feb. 26. More
information about applying can be
found at www.usask.ca/gmcte/events/
course-design-institute

Edwards School of Business,
Executive Education
For information call 306-966-8686,
email execed@edwards.usask.ca or visit
edwards.usask.ca/execed
• Feb. 9-11, Digital and Social Media
Program: Metrics, Measurement and
Analytics
• Feb. 12, Digital and Social Media for
HR Professionals
• March 2-4, The Project Management
Course
• March 3- 31, The Leadership Development Program
• March 5, Leadership Communication
• March 18, Leadership Conference
• March 20, ICD - Director’s Education
Program, Saskatoon/Regina
• April 14, Managing Difficult
Conversations
• April 22-23, Business Writing and
Grammar Workout
• April 28-30, Professional Selling:
Skills for Sales Success

University Library Workshops
The University Library is offering two
workshop series this term. All sessions
are noon-1 pm, free and no registration
is required. For more information please
go to libguides.usask.ca/LibraryResearcherSeries

Library Researcher Series
• Feb. 12, Searching for Grey Literature,
Murray Library, Room 102
• Feb. 26, Why and How to Do a Comprehensive Literature Review Part A,
Murray Library, Room 161
• March 5, Why and How to Do a Comprehensive Literature Review Part B,
Murray Library, Room 161
• March 12, 10 Government Research
Tips You Need to Know, Murray Library,
Room 102
• March 19, Using the DiRT (Digital
Research Tools) Directory in your
Research, Murray Library, Room 102
• March 26, Research Data Management,
Murray Library, Room 102

Managing References Series
• Feb. 10, EndNote Desktop,
Health Sciences Library, Room 1430
• Feb. 24, Mendeley, Murray Library
Collaborative Learning Lab, Room 145
• March 3, Zotero, Murray Library Collaborative Learning Lab, Room 145
• March 10, RefWorks, Murray Library,
Room 161
• March 17, EndNote Overview, Health
Sciences Library, Room 1430
• March 24, RefWorks, Murray Library,
Room 161

Centre for Continuing and
Distance Education
For more information, visit www.ccde.
usask.ca or call 306-966-5539

U of S Language Centre
• Saturday ESL workshops covering
various topics: resumes and cover letters;
workplace culture and communication;
job interviews; public speaking; business
writing; grammar; storytelling; pronounciation. Call 306-966-4351 for details.
• Spanish Weekender for Real Beginners
for the traveller who has little or no
Spanish-speaking skills Feb. 6-8 or Feb.
27-March 1, 20 hours over 2.5 days; Cost:
$294.00 (GST, textbook and workbooks
included)
• One-Week Intensive French Immersion
for those who wish to advance their
language skills Feb. 16-21, 35 hours over
5.5 days; Cost: $550.00 (GST exempt),
materials and final luncheon provided

Nature and Ecology
• Endangered Species Ecology Day Camp
• April 6-10, 9 am-4 pm, Room 306,
Williams Building. A science-enriched
camp focusing on endangered species
from Canada and around the world.
Fees: $275 plus $25 for before and after
care (8-9 am and 4-5pm).
• Summer Ecology Day Camp for Kids
Camps focus on outdoor experiential
learning at field sites around Saskatoon and in a biology lab. Registration
opens Feb. 9; call 306-966-5539 or
306-966-4351. Visit ccde.usask.ca/eco/
ecology-camps-kids for more information.
• Camp 1-June 29-July 3, Bird Banding
• Camp 2-July 6-10, Dinosaur Ecology
• Camp 3-July 13-17, Marine Mammal
Ecology
• Camp 4-July 20-24, Insect Ecology
• Camp 5-July 27-31, Dinosaur Ecology
• Camp 6-Aug 4-7, Wetland Ecology
• Camp 7-Aug 10-14, Marine Mammals
• Camp 8-Aug 17-21, Insect Ecology
• Camp 9-Aug 24-28, Endangered Species
• Fees: 5-day camps $275; 4-day camps
$225; junior leaders $ 275 for 5-day
camp, $225 for 4-day camp (must have
been a previous camper). Before and
after care add $25 ($20 for 4-day camp).

Community Arts, USCAD/AYAP
USCAD Art classes
• Showtime! Art Exhibitions,
Art Spaces and You, Feb. 7
• Welding in Sculpture II Feb. 26,
March 7, 28, 29
• Portrait Photography, March 7-8/28-29
• Digital Photography weekend workshop,
March 6-7/20-21
• Contemporary Collage with Collagraphy,
Image Transfers and Photo Transparencies I, March 6-8/13-15
• Glass Fusion I, Feb. 28 and March 1
• Glass Fusion II, March 21-22
• Silversmithing: Basic Skills for Silver
Jewelry, March 13-15
• Advanced Silversmithing , April 10-12
• Watercolour I and II, April 10-12/17-19
• Stained Glass: Focus on Foil Work I, April
24-26

Community Music Education
The Community Music Education
Program offers classes in Music in Early
Childhood, Suzuki Early Childhood and
Parenting with Music. Private lessons
in traditional guitar, Suzuki guitar,
traditional piano, Suzuki piano and
violin are also available. Spring classes
for ages 0-36 months will begin in April.
For more information call Nicole Wilton
at 306-966-5625 or visit ccde.usask.ca/
community-music.



The Arts

Snelgrove Exhibition
On view until Feb. 13 is 15, a joint MFA
exhibition featuring work by both U of S
and University of Regina students. A
closing reception will be held in the gallery
from 7-10 pm Feb. 13.

1812 Exhibit
The Diefenbaker Canada Centre presents
1812, an exhibit that presents a new account
of the War of 1812, a conflict that helped
shape Canada. The exhibition continues
until June 21. Check the centre website for
opening hours.

Greystone Singers
The University of Saskatchewan Greystone Singers will perform in concert
March 1 at 3 pm in Knox United Church.
Tickets are $15 for adults and $10 for
students and seniors, and are available at
McNally Robinson, from choir members or
at the door. For more information contact
music.uofs@usask.ca or 306-966-6185

ICCC Film Series: Othello
Join members of the Department of
English, Shakespeare on the Saskatchewan, and Saskatchewan Native Theatre
Company for a discussion following the
screening of Othello Feb. 11 at 7 pm at

the Broadway Theatre, part of the ICCC
Film Series. For more information contact
Sabrina Kehoe at sabrina.kehoe@usask.ca

Origins
The U of S Wind Orchestra and Jazz
Ensemble will perform a concert entitled
Origins along with feature artist Al Kay
on trombone Feb. 6 at 7:30 pm in Quance
Theatre. As part of Dept. of Music Origins
series, Kay will hold a master class on
Feb. 7 at 2:30 and will perform with the
Origins Brass Quintet and Saskatoon
Brass Bands on Feb. 8 at 2:30 pm. Both
events take place in Quance Theatre,
Education Building. For more information, contact Darrin Oehlerking at darrin.
oehlerking@usask.ca

The Music of Saskatchewan
Curator Carolyn Doi has assembled an
exhibition entitled The Music of Saskatchewan that explores the diversity the
province’s musical history through the
work of local artists, composers and
producers, artifacts, sheet music, sound
recordings and print monographs. The
exhibition can be seen in the Link Gallery
in the Murray Library until March 27.

In The Making
In The Making, a group exhibition of work
by Alberta College of Art + Design alumni
will be on view in the College Art Galleries
until April 11.

There will be a job panel with U of S
English grads, advice on skills and careers
and information on grad schools. The
event is sponsored by the Dept. of English,
the Student Employment Career Centre
and the English Undergraduate Society.
For further information, contact English
Undergraduate Chair Wendy Roy at wendy.
roy@usask.ca



Seminars/Lectures

College of Law
Guest Speaker Series
• Feb 9, noon, Room 150 MLT Lecture
Theatre, College of Law, Kim Pate, Ariel F.
Sallows Chair in Human Rights, presents
Prisons are not treatment centres: the
human rights travesties of criminalizing
those with mental health issues
• Feb 11, 1 pm, Room 150 MLT Lecture
Theatre, College of Law, David Milgaard,
motivational speaker and author of
Rabbit’s Paw presents Preventing and
Addressing Wrongful Conviction

Classical, Medieval, and Renaissance Studies Colloquium
• Feb 12, 4 pm, Room 200, St. Thomas
More College, Alan Kreider presents
Constantine and the Transformation of
Patience. All are welcome.

Edwards Family Lecture
in Business Ethics

Opening Feb. 10 and continuing until April
17 is the Frank Pimentel exhibition entitled
Dunlands Restaurant. The show is curated
by Leah Taylor.

• Feb 27, 3:30-5 pm, Goodspeed Theatre
(Room 18), Edwards School of Business,
David Dick, Dept. of Philosophy and
Haskayne School of Business, University
of Calgary, presents The Hobbesian
Approach to Business Ethics

St. Thomas More Gallery

The 2015 Gail Appel Lecture

Kenderdine Gallery

Showing in the gallery until Feb. 28 is
imPRESS, an exhibition of work by current
U of S intermediate printmaking students.

Friends Remembered
The Saskatoon Jazz Orchestra, under the
direction of music professor Dean McNeill,
will perform a special big band retrospective Feb. 20 at the Broadway Theatre.
Tickets are available from the theatre
online or over the phone.



Huskies @ Home

Women’s Hockey
Feb. 14 vs. Regina

Volleyball
Feb. 6 and 7 vs. TRU

Basketball
Feb. 13 and 14 vs. Calgary



Miscellany

CFUW Presentation
The Canadian Federation of University
Women (CFUW) Saskatoon Inc, is holding
a public presentation at 7 pm on Feb.
11 at the YWCA located at 510 25th St E.
Gerlinde Sarkar, CFUW Saskatoon president will be speaking on her experience
as a volunteer in Tanzania and how women
can become involved in helping women
in Africa.

International Women’s Day
The Canadian Federation of University
Women Saskatoon is among the sponsors
of an evening of film and discussion to
mark International Women’s Day March 4
at 7 pm at the Frances Morrison Library.
The film The Motherload, which takes an
in-depth look at the subject of working
mothers, will be screened and a discussion
will follow featuring Lisa Dutton of Global
TV. There is no charge for the event.

Career Options for English
Majors
There is an opportunity March 3 starting
at 3:30 pm in Arts 217 to explore career
options for people with a major in English.

Tanya Tagaq, experimental throat singer
and 2014 Polaris Prize winner, presents
two events as part of the Gail Appel
Lectureship in Literature and Fine Arts:
• Feb 24, 1:30 pm, Neatby-Timlin Theatre,
lecture entitled Protest Without Words:
Art as Activism
• Feb 24, 7:30 pm, Convocation Hall, a
conversation with Leisha Grebinski of
CBC Saskatoon Morning entitled The
Long Road That Keeps Going: My Story

Biology 990 Seminars
Noon in Geology 255
• Feb. 12, Kiel Drake, senior waterbird
scientist, Prairie and Northern Region,
Bird Studies Canada, presents Using
audio technology to survey for the
Yellow Rail (Coturnicops noveboracensis)

Veterinary Microbiology
Seminars
Fridays at 12:30pm, Room 2105 WCVM
• Feb. 13, Rajnish Sharma, PhD graduate
student, Dept. of Veterinary Microbiology, presents Trichinosis in wolverines
of Yukon Territory, and Julie Wittrock,
PhD graduate student, Dept. of Veterinary Microbiology, presents Adapting a
cumulative effects approach for evaluating wildlife health
• Feb. 27, Xin Zhao, PhD graduate student,
Dept. of Veterinary Microbiology/VIDO,
presents The interaction of Bovine
Adenovirus 3 Protein V with viral and
cellular proteins, and Rohini Sachdeva, PhD graduate student, Dept. of
Veterinary Microbiology/VIDO, presents
Identification and characterization of
neutralizing epitopes of PRRSV

SUBMIT

Coming Events
Next OCN: Friday, Feb. 27, 2015
Deadline: Thursday, Feb. 19, 2015

Email ocn@usask.ca
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Interpretation of score varies
in live performance
From Page 4

Referring to the movie’s
score, Unverricht explained,
“when I see here, ‘Harold uses
the man’s bald head as a mirror,’
I know exactly what it’s talking
about and I have 16 seconds.
When that shows up on the
screen, we start.”
Friend is not only the guest
pianist but also the composer
of the musical score that the
orchestra will be performing.
He and Unverricht have worked
together a number of times
before.
“It’s a real give-and-take,”

said Unverricht, explaining
that sometimes he will defer to
Friend and his interpretation
of the music while Friend will
often prefer Unverricht’s interpretation.
The black-and-white movie
from the 1920s is classic slapstick
comedy. It is a boy-meets-girl
story that follows the boy as
he moves to New York City to
make good with the promise of
returning for his girl.
“If anything can go wrong,
it will go wrong. And safety is
the last concern but they all live
happily ever after,” said Unverricht, with a hearty laugh.

The members of the orchestra
performing during Safety Last!
will be sitting between the first
row of seats at the Roxy and the
stage. It is a bit “squishy,” said
Unverricht, and a seat in the first
row is prime for some people
who have become regulars of the
Silence is Golden series.
Show times on Feb. 7 are 1
pm and 7:30 pm. Tickets for the
matinee are $32 each and for
the evening are $40 each. They
can be purchased through the
symphony’s website or at the
Roxy Theatre.
Lana Haight is a Saskatoonbased freelance writer.

Faculty get opportunity to
share their passion
From Page 3

thing sits in the revised curriculum also took some time.
“It’s categorized as a general
elective and will apply to any
degree but it doesn’t meet the
particular criteria for any degree
so it’s something of a hybrid.”
For faculty members who
have signed on to teach a unit,
DesBrisay described it as a rare
opportunity. “You get to talk
about the stuff that really gets
your heart thumping, and then
you get to walk away because
you have a day job. Think of
this as a prestigious week of
volunteerism and an energizing
labour of love.”
There was no shortage of
people willing to get involved,
he said, calling the group
“an all-star dream team.” He
stressed, though, that the course
“is definitely not an incoherent

mishmash under the guise of disciplinary expertise to bear
interdisciplinarity. We want on a designated problem facing
this to be a showcase course the world. It’s on the agenda for
for the college. We want to help future discussions.”
students think
For DesBrisay,
about multiple
the
course’s
We want
academic discisuccess
will
plines in intercome
in
helping
to expose them
esting ways that
students
find
to what real
inform their own
their passion but
choices.”
passion about a also in showing
DesBrisay
them what are
subject and real likely unfamiliar
said he would
ultimately like
levels of intellecexpertise can
to see The Art
tual energy.
lead to.
and Science of
“We want to
Almost Everyexpose
them
Gordon DesBrisay
thing
initiato what real
tive expand to
passion about a
include a capstone seminar subject and real expertise can
course in the final year of lead to. Students may never
students’ programs, a revis- have seen that before; they don’t
iting of broad perspectives on necessarily know what it means
a single topic but with “senior to deeply know something.
students from different corners Or what an exciting prospect
of the college bringing their that is.” 

Is your office

Certified?
Have your office
recognized for
its efforts and
leadership in
sustainability!
Launched fall 2014, Work
Green is a network of
campus workplaces
committed to improving
sustainability.
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Our STARS score is
the sustainability indicator
that the university uses for
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Assessment and Rating System.

Sustainability ...
your university, your world

Our university goal is to accomplish
Stars Silver by 2020
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discover US
99-year-old kiss
Alumnus and university
senator Joe Wickenhauser
is committed to increasing
knowledge about the
little-known history of
Saskatchewan’s LGBT
communities. One recent
project was Greystone
Secrets, a walking tour
he designed and led
to help introduce and
Wickenhauser
commemorate the history
of sexual and gender
minorities on campus. Wickenhauser was particularly
inspired by a remarkable photo album belonging to
Annie (Nan) McKay (BA ’15) at the University Archives
and Special Collections. The album documents the
lives of Nan and other female students living in
university residence in 1913 and 1914 and all quite at
ease in expressing and recording affection towards
each other. At the conclusion of the Greystone Secrets
tour, Wickenhauser invited participants to recreate,
in costume and at the original residence site, what
he called the “99-year-old kiss,” a photo of McKay and
another woman named Hope embracing and kissing.
The University Archives and Special Collections
subsequently commissioned artist Cathryn Miller
to produce a book that would commemorate the
walking tour and the documentation around it. Again
looking to the McKay album for inspiration, Miller
produced a cased album. It includes black and white
photos from the tours, several as pop-ups or “sliders”
to suggest animation, as well as envelopes holding
posters, handouts, buttons and CDs preserving media
coverage and audio recordings of the guest speakers.
More information about the tours, McKay and
the Greystone Secrets
album is available
through the artist’s
blog at byopiapress.
wordpress.com.
Use the search term
greystone secrets.

From Annie McKay’s
photo album.



This year’s back-page feature
explores the hidden treasures
from University Library, University
Archives and Special Collections,
and the people who use them.

